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‘Aga’id (Theology) is a study of the roots of religion (Usdl al-Din). It is an extremely important subject because it
deals with the very foundation of faith in Allah (SWT) and Islam.

The Usul al-Din comprise of 5 basic principles:

1) Tawhid (Divine Unity)

2) ‘Adalah (Divine Justice)

3) Nubuwwah (Prophethood)

4) Imamah (Divine Leadership after the Prophet (S))
5) Qiyamah (Resurrection)

Islam and Muslims

This part explains the meaning of Islam and what it means to be a Muslim. It provides us with an insight into the
teachings of Islam and how Muslims are expected to live their lives. It also introduces other sects within Islam
and the principle differences between these sects.

Usil al-Din

This part looks at the five basic principles of our beliefs mentioned above: Tawhid (a study of Allah (SWT) and
His unity); ‘Adalah (the Justice of Allah); Nubuwwah (Allah (SWT)’s guidance to mankind through His
messengers and revelations); Imamah (the continuation of Allah (SWT)’s guidance after the demise of the
Prophet (S)); and Qiyamah (a study of the resurrection and the Hereafter).

I am a Muslim
In this part, we look at some of the teachings of Islam and the beliefs of Muslims, and how best we can put
them to practice in everyday life.

The study of ‘Aga’id shapes our understanding of Allah (SWT) and Islam. It addresses important issues such as
the existence and nature of God, the need for religion and the purpose of our life. An in depth understanding of
these issues is absolutely necessary, because without that, our actions would not have much significance.



1. Understand the origin and
meaning of the word “Islam”.

2. Understand what it means
to be a Muslim.

MY NOTES

Wi

“Muslims devote their lives
to the service of Allah
(SWT).”

ACTIVITY

What does this statement
mean? How does it affect
your life?

‘AQA’ID

LEARNING OBJECTIVES @ WHAT IS ISLAM?

The word “Islam” originates from al-silm,
meaning “submission” or “surrender”. Another .= =

origin of the word “Islam” is al-salam, meaning e
“peace”. Therefore, Islam can be described as
the peaceful submission to Allah (SWT). So a
Muslim is a person who peacefully submits
completely to the will of Allah (SWT) and does ' =
only what Allah (SWT) wants him or her to do. |

Islam is one of the monotheistic religions, meaning that Muslims worship only one
God.

Islam teaches that Allah (SWT) created everything and that humans are the best of
His creation. He communicates by inspiring them towards goodness and by
sending prophets who deliver His message. Muslims believe that the first prophet
was Adam (A), who was followed by a long chain of prophets to guide humanity.

Islam has the second largest following in the world today. In fact, about 1 out of
every 5 people in the world is a Muslim. However, Islam is also one of the most
misunderstood religions. It is therefore important that Muslims understand the
true nature and teachings of their great religion, so that they can become good
ambassadors of Islam.

A MUSLIM'S BELIEF IN ALLAH (SWT) IS SEEN IN HIS/HER ACTIONS

All Muslims are supposed to be loving and caring towards each other, because
they share a special bond of brotherhood/sisterhood through their common faith
in Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (S). In the Qur’an, Allah (SWT) says:
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The believers are brothers, so make peace between your two brothers and be
mindful of Allah, so that you may be given mercy. [49:10]
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Due to this special brotherhood/sisterhood between each other, true Muslims MY NOTES
are always concerned about each other like they are concerned about their own
family members and always look out for the needs of each other. The Holy

Wi

Prophet (S) has said:

"He who wakes up in the morning and is not concerned about the situation 5?'}'}
of fellow Muslims is not a Muslim." oo

Faithful Muslims are aware that Allah (SWT) is always watching them, which stops
them from harming anyone else by saying bad things or by physically hurting
others. The Holy Prophet (S) has said:

£
"Islam is that you submit your heart (to Allah), and that all Muslims feel safe <'1- :'-:'>
from your tongue and your hand." -

Muslims also believe that all human beings should be respected, even if they are
not Muslims, because everyone has been created by Allah (SWT) and He has
given all human beings a special status:

-7 AT = ° f'// { D)
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And surely We have honoured the children of Adam...[17:70]
£
Imam ‘All (A) has beautifully said that any human being is "either your <'1- :?}
brother in faith or your equal in humanity." oA

ISLAM AND THE QUR'AN

The Qur’an is the word of Allah (SWT) revealed to the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(S). Within it, many other prophets are mentioned like Nah, lbrahim, Isma‘l,
Masa, ‘Isa, Ya'qub and Yusuf, peace be upon them all. All the prophets brought
the same message and taught us to believe in Allah (SWT), be good in this world
and prepare for our true and eternal lives in the Hereafter.

6 LESSON 1 - ISLAM AND MUSLIMS ‘AQA’ID



DID YOU KNOW? ?

Muslims live in all parts of the
world, from Argentina to
China, Russia to South Africa.
Indonesia has the largest
Muslim population in the
world.

Muslims in the UK live in one
of the most culturally diverse
countries in the world. Given
the different backgrounds
that we all come from, there
is a great need for
understanding and respect
for one another.

KEY POINTS

1. The word “Islam”
originates from the word “al-
silm”, meaning “submission”.
It also comes from the word
“al-salam”, meaning “peace”.
A  Muslim is one who
peacefully surrenders to the
will of Allah (SWT).

2. Allah sent prophets to
guide mankind. All Prophets
taught the same message.

3. All Muslim have common
beliefs regarding Tawhid,
Nubuwwah and Qiyamah.

4. Shr'ah Muslims also give

special importance to ‘Adalah
and Imamah.

‘AQA’ID
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Say: We (Muslims) believe in God and in what has been sent down to us,
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and that which was given to Miisa and ‘Isa and the Prophets from their Lord.
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We do not make a distinction between any of the (prophets).
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It is to Him that we submit ourselves. [3:84]

Q: If all the prophets taught Islam, why do we have so many different religions
today?

IN SUMMARY

1. What is the meaning of the word “Islam”?
2. What are the three basic beliefs of every Muslim?

3. What is the main difference between Shi‘ah and Sunnt Muslims?

LESSON 1 - ISLAM AND MUSLIMS 7
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1. Discuss three foundational
teachings of Islam.

2. Understand that there are

several different sects within
Islam.

MY NOTES

Wl

Make a list of 3 important
things you would like to
achieve before you die.

ACTIVITY

How many involve helping or
improving the lives of
others?

‘AQA’'ID

We have been created by Allah (SWT)

Allah (SWT) is Needless of everyone. However, He created us out of His Mercy, so
that we can strive to become good human beings in this world and earn Jannah as
a result. This life that we have been given is our greatest gift and we must use this
gift in the best way.

Each of us has been created pure and sinless, so that we have the best chance to
reach closeness to Allah (SWT). We are all accountable for our own deeds. No one
can take on the responsibility for the sins of other people:

A 22 @<
(P A T P I
No soul shall bear the burden of another [53:38]

J

Our Imams (A) have taught us that when we are born, our hearts are bright and
pure. However, every time we commit a sin, a dark spot appears in our hearts. As
for those of us who are not careful and do not guard themselves against sins, after
a while, their hearts become fully covered with dark spots, such that they cannot
ever come back to the right path.

For this reason, whenever we commit a sin, we must quickly seek forgiveness from

Allah (SWT) and beg Him to remove the effects of the sin from our heart. He is the
most Kind and Merciful and quickly forgives those who repent sincerely.

We have been created with a purpose
Allah (SWT) has told us in the Qur’an that He has created us to worship Him:
. A 90 ¢ . 3 ] ' {, '0'/1 e
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And | have not created the jinn and the men except that they should worship
Me. [51:56]

J

However, our Imams (A) have taught us that the worth of our worship of Allah
(SWT) is based upon the extent of our true knowledge (ma'rifah) of Him. True
knowledge of Allah (SWT) is gained by purifying ourselves spiritually and following
the example of the Ma'siimin (A).

The Holy Prophet (S) is the closest creation to Allah (SWT) and had the greatest

LESSON 2 - FOUNDATIONAL TEACHINGS OF ISLAM 9



level of knowledge regarding Him.
For this reason, the worth of his
worship was far greater than
anyone else's worship. We refer to
him as the ‘abd of Allah (SWT),
meaning the true servant of Allah
(SWT).

This world is temporary

We will all die one day and move

on to the Hereafter, where we will be judged for our actions. A person whose
scale of good deeds is heavier will enter Jannah, whilst the person whose scale of
bad deeds is heavier will go to Jahannam, before being able to enter Jannah. Only
the very evil people will be condemned to hell for eternity.

bgneid ¥ ) 2SS e SSTlls G s

Did you imagine that We created you without any purpose, and that you will ‘@.
not be brought back to Us? [23:115] =S

/

THE DIFFERENT GROUPS OF MUSLIMS

Islam has two major sects - the Shi'ahs and the Sunnis. The Sunni Muslims believe
that Allah (SWT) has not appointed anybody to succeed the Holy Prophet (S).
They accept Abl Bakr as the first caliph (leader) of the Muslim community after
the death of Holy Prophet (S).

The Shiahs believe that Allah (SWT) has appointed the A’immah (A) (plural of
Imam) as the successors of the Holy Prophet (S). Belief in the A'immah (A) is an
important part of our faith. This is why Imamah is one of the Usal al-Din.

When the Holy Prophet (S) was returning from his farewell Hajj, Allah (SWT)
commanded him to announce to the Muslims that Imam ‘Ali (A) was his
successor. Imam ‘AlT (A) is therefore the 1st Imam. The 12" and last Imam is Imam
al-Mahdr (A). He is still alive and is in occultation (ghaybah).

Q: Do you remember the names of the 12 A'immah (A)?
Apart from this difference, the Shi‘ahs and the Sunnis have a lot in common. Both
the Sunnis and the Shi‘ahs are united in their major beliefs: they believe in the

same God - Allah (SWT), the same Book (the Holy Qur’an), the same prophets
(anbiya’) and pray in the same direction (toward the Ka'bah) 5 times a day.

10 LESSON 2 - FOUNDATIONAL TEACHINGS OF ISLAM
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

Muslims have contributed to
society in many ways. The
first university in the world
was established by Muslims
in Cairo, Egypt. Many
important achievements such
as the Arabic numerals,
algebra, the first map of the
globe and navigational maps,
were developed by Muslims
and adopted by the Medieval
Europeans.

MY NOTES

Wl

KEY POINTS

I

1. Islam teaches that Allah
(SWT) created everything.

2. Human beings are born
pure and sinless.

3. Humans have been created
for a purpose in this
temporary world, as we
prepare for our true home in
the Hereafter.

4. There are two major sects
within Islam, the Shi'ahs and
the Sunnis. Both groups have
many sub-divisions.

‘AQA’ID

There are also sub-divisions within both the Shi‘ah and Sunni sects, with small

differences between them.

DO YOU REMEMBER?

Allah (SWT) instructed the Holy Prophet (S) to appoint Imam °Ali (A) as his

successor at Ghadir Khumm in 9AH.

IN SUMMARY

1. What are the three basic beliefs of every Muslim?

2. What is the main difference between Shi‘ah and Sunnt Muslims?

LESSON 2 - FOUNDATIONAL TEACHINGS OF ISLAM
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ACTIVITY PAGE

ACROSS

2. No soul shall bear the of another.

3. This world is .

8. People whose scales of bad deeds is heavier will enter
9. is one of the Usdl al-Din.

DOWN
1. We have been created with a
4. We have been created by

5. Muslims believe that Imam “Alr (AS) is the successor of the Holy Prophet (S).

6. Muslims accept Abl Bakr as the first caliph.
7. Our purpose is to Allah (SWT).
8. People whose scales of good deeds is heavier will enter

12 LESSON 2 - FOUNDATIONAL TEACHINGS OF ISLAM
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Understand the meanings of
the Qur’anic terms: Muslim,
Mu’min, Mundafiq, Mushrik
and Kafir

MY NOTES

Wl

ACTIVITY

Using information from this
page, list any 5 qualities of a
Mu’min.

‘AQA’'ID

CATEGORIES OF HUMAN BEINGS

A Muslim is someone who surrenders to the will of Allah (SWT) by following the
Qur’an and the teachings of the Holy Prophet (S). A Muslim therefore devotes his
life to the service of Allah (SWT). Muslims also believe in the accountability of their
deeds on the Day of Judgement.

All a person has to do to become a Muslim is to say the shahadah:

| z A s _o o %
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I bear witness that there is no god but Allah. And | bear witness that Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah

Islam means submission or surrender and a Muslim is one who submits or
surrenders to the will of Allah (SWT). This is the essence of religion:

1 i dis Gl O Q)

Surely the (true) religion with Allah is Islam [3:19]

The Holy Prophet (S) was the most submissive human being to the will of Allah
(SWT):

_ //O v % “/// _ /o// {/ . > q] o{; - y)
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Say, 'My prayers and sacrifice, my life and death, are all for Allah, Lord of the
Worlds;
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He has no partner. This is what | am commanded, and | am the foremost of those
who submit themselves (to Allgh). [6:162-3]

A female Muslim is called a Muslimah and the plural of Muslim is Muslimiin or
Muslimin.

A Mu'min has a higher level of faith compared to a Muslim. The word Mu'min,
meaning "believer", comes from the word iman, meaning "faith". A female
believer is a Mu’minah and the plural of Mu’min is Mu’mindn or Mu'minin.

LESSON 3 - ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY 13



i

Allah (SWT) describes a Mu'min is sdrat al-Mu’minin (The Believers) as @ MY NOTES
follows: N Y

RPN HIFATRT
Successful indeed are the believer/s,
who are humt/)le in their prayer/s,
Oy ps gl 5 ob iy
and who keep away from What/is vain,
o5l 33U 4h call

And who give zakat [23:1-4]

Not every Muslim is also a Mu’'min. Only those Muslims who truly believe in
and love Allah (SWT), His Messenger (S) and His Ahl al-Bayt (A) and also act
according to what they believe, can qualify to become true believers
(Mu’minin).

14 LESSON 3 - ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY ‘AQA’ID



Some people once came to the Holy Prophet (S) and said that they were
Mu’minin. The Holy Prophet (S) told them not to call themselves believers, but

to call themselves Muslims, because they had not yet reached the level of being
° ;°‘ dé . 1
Q

‘f'ﬁ/

il

MY NOTES
believers:
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The desert Arabs say, 'We have faith.' [Prophet], tell them, 'You do not have
faith. What you should say instead is, "We have submitted," for faith has not yet
reached your hearts.' If you obey God and His Messenger, He will not diminish
any of your deeds: He is most forgiving and most merciful. [49:14]

A Mushrik is a person who believes in any god besides Allah (SWT). Such belief is

called polytheism (shirk), and is considered the greatest sin in Islam. A female
Mushrik is called a Mushrikah and the plural of Mushrik is Mushrikin or

‘
L) u

There are several verses in the Qur’an which instruct us to keep away from shirk
such as:
Zo-, 2 o 2 // P A g0
U 4y 155,23 Y3 Al Vet
Worship Allah; join nothing with Him. [4:36]
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P9 i
Allah does not forgive the joining of partners to Him: anything less than that He
forgives to whoever He will, but anyone who joins partners to Alladh has concocted

a tremendous sin. [4:64]

A Munadfiq is a hypocrite. Such people do not believe in Allah (SWT) and the
Hereafter and see Islam and Muslims as their enemies. However, they pretend to
be Muslims in front of other people. A female Mundfiq is called a Mundfigah and

the plural of Munafiq is Mundfiqin or Mundfigin
15
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Such a person is very dangerous, because Muslims consider him/her as one of
their own, not knowing that in fact he/she is a hidden enemy within their ranks.

Everyone thinks | am

a very good Muslim...

but they really haven’t

got a clue...

Regarding Mushrikin, Allah (SWT) says:

" g} o 2 - - 3 °/° - & o~ g i/ o - @ A "
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And there are some people who say: We believe in Allah and the last day,; and
they are not at all believers [2:8]

Announce to the hypocrites that they shall have a painful punishment. [4:138]

Imam ‘Ali (A) once said:
-

<

]

)4

n
ey
L

‘A Mu’min will never hate me even if | cut off his nose. And a Munafig will
never love me even if | give him the whole world. This is because the Messenger of
Allah (S) promised me, “Oh ‘Ali, a Mu’min can never hate you and a Munafig can
never love you!”’

That is why the Holy Prophet (S) gave Imam ‘Ali (A) the title Amir al-Mu’minin
which means "The Commander of the Faithful".

Salman, the famous companion of the Holy Prophet (S) said that whenever the
Muslims wanted to know if a person was a Mu’min or a Mundfig, they would
praise Imam ‘Ali (A) in front of him and see his reaction. If he became happy, they
knew he was a Mu’min and if he became angry, they knew he was a Mundfig.

A Kafir, meaning a "disbeliever", is a person who refuses to believe in Allah (SWT)
as the one and only God, despite knowing the truth regarding His existence. A
female Kafir is called a Kafirah and the plural of a Kafir is Kafirin, Kafirin or even
Kuffar.

16 LESSON 3 - ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY
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DID YOU KNOW? ?

Al-Mu’min is also one of the
Beautiful Names of Allah
(SWT):

(]

2’6 % s "
The Giver of Faith

MY NOTES

Wl

KEY POINTS K

1. A Muslim is someone who
believes in Tawhid,
Nubuwwah and Qiyamah.

2. A Mu'min has a higher
position than a Muslim.

3. A Mushrik is someone who
believes in more than one
God.

4. A Mundfiq is a hypocrite.

5. A Kdfir is someone who,
despite knowing the truth,
refuses to believe in God.

‘AQA’'ID

Some people don't believe in Allah (SWT) because they have not come across
Islam or have only been shown a very bad image of Islam. We cannot judge such
people and Allah (SWT) will decide about them in the Hereafter.

However, regarding those who despite knowing the truth turn away from Islam,

Allah (SWT) says:

J
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Surely those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers, these it is on whom
is the curse of Allah and the angels and all of mankind [2:161]

IN SUMMARY

1. Define the terms Muslim, Mu’min, Mushrik, Munafiq and Kafir.
2. What is the greatest sin in Islam?

3. What does Allah (SWT)’s name al-Mu’min mean?

LESSON 3 - ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY 17



ACTIVITY PAGE

GUESS WHQ?

Please provide the Arabic name for each of the questions below.

I am a person who believes in gods besides Allah (SWT). Who am I?

| am someone who surrenders to the will of Allah (SWT) by following the Qur’an and the teachings of the Holy

Prophet (S). Who am I?

| pretend to be a Muslim in front of other people but in reality | do not believe in Allah (SWT) or in the

Hereafter. Who am I?

| am a female believer who has a very high level of faith compared to other Muslims. Who am I?

| am a sdrah in which some of the characteristics of a believer are described. Which sdrah am I?

We are a group of people who refuse to believe in Allah (SWT) as the one and only God, despite knowing the

truth regarding His existence. Who are we?

| am considered one of the greatest sins in Islam. In English, | am known as polytheism. What am | called in

Arabic?

18 LESSON 3 - ISLAMIC TERMINOLOGY ‘AQA’ID



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Learn the kalimah in Arabic
and understand its meaning

2. Learn the various occasions
when the kalimah is recited

3. Understand the meaning of

the word “wal” and why it
refers to Imam ‘Ali (A)

MY NOTES

i

ACTIVITY

Your teacher will give you
strips of paper with the
kalimah. Each strip has
either the Arabic or the
translation. Can you match
the Arabic sentences to their
correct translation?

‘AQA’'ID

WHAT IS THE KALIMAH?
The kalimah (or shahadah) is a Muslim’s declaration of faith. It is important to
make this declaration in Arabic.

Whenever a person accepts Islam, they must pronounce the shahadah to declare
their faith in Allah (SWT) and His messenger (S).

We also recite different versions of the shahddah on many occasions to declare
our faith:

The shahdadah is recited in every salah (in the tashahhud)
It is recited in adhan and igadmah
It is also recited in salat al-mayyit and talgin (at the time of burial of a Muslim)

The kalimah has three major components:

1. There is no god except Allah (SWT)
2. Muhammad (S) is the Messenger of Allah (SWT)
3. Imam ‘Ali (A) is the successor of Holy Prophet (S)

Now try to memorise the kalimah as a class:

THE KALIMAH

p % | <
MYy

LA ILAHA ILLALLAH
There is no god but Allah

@ 4 8 R “/}
A\ J}«) o=
MUHAMMAD RASUL ALLAH
Muhammad (S) is the Messenger of Allah

@ 5 P "j 7
4\ S.;/ 9 ‘;&C«
‘ALl WALI ALLAH
‘Al (A) is the wali of Allah

o % 1 2.%0(4 , @ s . -
Juad Sy &l 5 il Jo) (o
WASI RASUL ALLAH WA KHALIFATAHU BILA FASL
The successor of the Messenger of Allah and his vicegerent without any gap
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WAHY IS IMAM ‘ALl (A) THE WALI OF ALLAH?

“Wal” means someone who holds authority over us. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy
Qur’an:
i A ‘@’
J3 & :

Verily, your wali (guardian) is (none else but) Allah

A
2 B
A 3439
and His Messenger (Muhammad)
28T i3
and those who believe:
B 85t Gl
those who establish prayer
A o B w Pt Ao,
O3aSTy @23 S5 Ogigy
and give zakat, while they are in rukid’ (in prayer)
[5:55]

The above verse tells us that our guardians (wall pl. awliya’) are:
1. Allah (SWT)
2. The Holy Prophet (S)

3. Imam “Ali (A) - he gave zakat whilst being in the state of rukd".

This is why we refer to Imam Ali (a) as the wali of Allah.

1. What does the kalimah mean?
2. When do we recite the kalimah?
3. What are the three major parts of the kalimah?

4. What does the word “walr” in the kalimah mean?

20 LESSON 4 - THE KALIMAH

MY NOTES

?

DID YOU KNOW?

One day Imam ‘All (A) was
praying in the mosque when
a beggar came asking for
help, but nobody gave him
anything. Imam ‘All (A) was in
prayer in the state of ruka’
during this time, but did not
want the beggar to leave
empty handed. He stretched
out his arm so that the
beggar could take his ring
from his finger. Allah then
revealed the wverse 5:55
declaring Imam ‘Ali (A) His
wall.

Wi

KEY POINTS

1. The kalimah (or shahadah)
is a Muslim’s declaration of
faith.

2. The kalimah is recited on
many different occasions.

3. The Qur’anic verse 5:55
tells us that Imam ‘Al (A) is
the wali of Allah (SWT).

‘AQA’'ID



1 2 3 4
o
6
7
ACROSS
1. Imam ‘AlT (A) was in the state of when he gave his ring to the beggar.
3.The section of the kalimah focuses on Tawhid.

5. Imam “Ali (A) is addressed in the kalimah with this title.
7. This is when the shahadah is recited during salah.

DOWN
2. A Muslim's declaration of faith is called .
4. The section of the kalimah focuses on the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet (S).

6. At the time of the burial of a Muslim, the shahadah is recited during the

‘AQA’ID LESSON 4 - THE KALIMAH

21



INTRODUCTION TO THE USUL AL-DIN (PART 1)

THE ROOTS OF RELIGION

For a tree to be strong and healthy it needs
strong roots. Islam is like a tree. And it has 5
strong roots. In Arabic, roots are called usal

and religion is called din. So the 5 roots of st

our religion are called Usdl al-Din (The Roots

of Religion).

1. Tawhid—We believe that there is only
one God »

2. ‘Addalah—We believe that Allah (SWT) is Just

3.  Nubuwwah—Allah (SWT) sent messengers to guide us

4. Imamah—The Prophet Muhammad (S) was succeeded by the 12 A’immah
(plural of Imam) who continued guiding us

5. Qiyamah—After the end of this world, there will be a final Day of

Judgement (Yawm al-Qiyamah). On this Day, Allah (SWT) will bring
everyone back to life and judge everyone based upon their good and bad
actions. Those of us whose do good deeds outweigh their bad ones will then
go to Paradise (Jannah) and live there forever. Those whose evil deeds
outweigh their good ones will initially go to the Hellfire (Jahannam) before
they can enter paradise. Those who are evil will remain in jahannam
forever.

TAWHID IN THE QUR'AN

Tawhid in sdrat al-lkhlas
Sdrat al-lkhlas is also known as sdrat al-Tawhid. This is because the concept of
Tawhid is beautifully explained in this sdrah.

22
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

f P }a Jj
Say, ‘He is Allah, the One.
il A
Allah is He on Whom all depend.
5 4
He neither begot nor was He begotten,

s K

and none is comparable to Him.” [112:1-4]

LESSON 5 - INTRODUCTION TO THE USUL AL-DIN (PART 1)

05

LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. An
concept of the Usdal al-Din.

introduction to the

2. An introduction to the
Quranic  presentation of
Tawhid and ‘Adalah.

MY NOTES

Wi

In small groups, look at the
list of suwar (plural of sdrah)
in a copy of the Holy Qur’an.
How many suwar have been
named after anbiya™? Can
you list them?

GROUP ACTIVITY

‘AQA’ID



MY NOTES

‘AQA’ID
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The Qur’an reminds us in several verses that there is only one God:

P ) )} |
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Your God is the one God: there is no god except Him, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
[2:163]

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF WE HAD MORE THAN ONE GOD?

t AN S < IV - T A e AN S -
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If there had been in the heavens or earth any gods but Him, both heavens and

earth would be in ruins! But glory be to Allah, the Lord of the Throne: (High is He)
above what they attribute to Him! [21:22]

‘ADALAH IN THE QUR'AN

We believe Allah (SWT) is always Fair and Just. Allah never does any wrong to
anyone. Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an:

- =
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Indeed Allah does not wrong (anyone) (even to the extent of) an atom’s weight,
and if (someone does) a good deed He doubles its reward, and gives from Himself
a great reward. [4:40]
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Allah does not desire any wrong for the creatures. To Allah belongs whatever is in
the heavens and whatever is in the earth. [3:108-109]

Sometimes we see that Allah (SWT) has given some people more than others:
- Some people are more intelligent than others.
- Some of us have more money than others.

- Some of us are stronger than others.

Q: If Allah (SWT) is fair and Just, why does everyone not have the same amounts
of everything?

The simple answer is that justice does not mean equality. Imagine that everyone
was given the same skills, the same way of thinking and the same amount of
money. We would not be able to help each other and learn from each other. We
would also not have any special skills by means of which we could earn a living,
because everyone else already has the same. Our progression as human beings
would be very slow and life would be very boring.

Imagine a football team with 11 defenders, there would be no one to score goals!

However, because of our different skills, levels of intelligence and different ways
of thinking, the world is an interesting place, where we are able to help each
other with what we are good at and earn the pleasure of Allah (SWT).

Justice and being fair means that Allah (SWT) should test every individual
according to what they were given and according to their individual ability and
capacity. It is unfair for someone in Class 5 and someone in Class 10 to be given
the same exam. However, it is fair and just for each of them to be given their own
exam according to what each of them was taught.

A
IN SUMMARY
1. Why is it necessary to believe in only one God?
2. How is Allah (SWT) described in sdrat al-lkhlas?

3. What would happen if we had more than one God?

4. How does the Qur’an explain the ‘Adalah of Allah (SWT)?
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9

DID YOU KNOW?

We cannot do taglid (follow a
mujtahid) in Usal al-Din.
Taqlid is only allowed in Furi®
al-Din.

DUA’

£

This is a beautiful du‘a’ we
can recite in qunat:

sy e 4l
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O Allah judge us by Your
Mercy and not by Your
Justice!

KEY POINTS K

1. There are 5 Usdl al-Din
(Roots of Religion): Tawhid,
‘Adalah, Nubuwwah, Imamah
and Qiyamah.

2. Surat al-lkhlas explains the
meaning of Tawhid.

3. If we had more than one
God, there would be chaos
and confusion.

4. Although Allah (SWT) is
Just (‘Adil), he is also the
most Kind and Merciful. We
must always ask Him to judge
us by His Mercy and not His

‘AQA’'ID
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NUBUWWAH
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INTRODUCTION TO THE USUL AL-DIN (PART 2)

NUBUWWAH IN THE QUR’AN

Allah (SWT) sent 124,000 prophets to guide us. They all had the same overall
mission, as explained in this verse of the Qur’an:
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We sent a messenger to every community, saying, ‘Worship Allah and keep away
from false gods... [16:36]

All of the prophets and messengers were ma‘sim, meaning that they did not
commit any sins nor make any mistakes in their teachings. The last of the
messengers was the Holy Prophet (S). The Qur’an states that whatever he taught
was from Allah (SWT):

. 2 2 °o @ /} e /O O. - ﬂ.' 2/ . L)
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And he does not speak out of (his own) desire, it is just a revelation that is
revealed (to him) [53:3-4]

Prophets were given miracles so that they could convince people that they were
speaking the truth. A miracle is called mujizah in Arabic. Mufjizah literally means
“that which people are unable to do”. Only a prophet, who has been specially
chosen by Allah (SWT), can perform a mujjizah as a proof of his appointment by
Allah (SWT).

To convince people that a mufjizah was genuine, Allah (SWT) gave miracles to His
representatives such that even the experts of the time could easily understand
that it was impossible for a man to make up such things by himself.

For example, in the days of Prophet Mdsa (A), the magicians were very powerful
and advanced in their skills. They could make people believe that pieces of ropes
were snakes. So Allah (SWT) gave Prophet Musa (A) the ability to change his
walking stick into a huge serpent that was real and could even swallow the sticks
and ropes of the magicians.

IMAMAH IN THE QUR'AN

The Qur’an indicates that on the Day of Judgment people will come in groups, and
each group would have a leader (Imam):

sy 01 38 525 25 it
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(Remember) the day when we will call every people with their Imam [17:71]
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LEARNING OBIJECTIVES @

1. An introduction to the

Qur’anic  presentation of

Nubuwwah, Imamah and

Qiyamah.

MY NOTES %
00

ACTIVITY

There are 4 prophets who
are still alive. What are their
names?

GROUP ACTIVITY

In groups, list down the
names of the anbiya’
mentioned in the Qur’an.
(Hint:  There are 25
prophets mentioned by
name in the Qur’an)

‘AQA’'ID



There are some Imams who have been appointed by Allah (SWT) as guides for
mankind:

MY NOTES

Wi
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And We appointed from among them Imams guiding by Our command,
when they endured patiently, and were certain of Our signs. [32:24]

The Imam of our time appointed by Allah (SWT) is Imam al-Mahdrt (A). If we truly
take him as our Imam by loving him and following him, we will be raised up on
the Day of Judgement along with him and he will guide us to the way to Jannah.

However, if we don't follow him and instead take others as our Imams by
following and copying them instead, like celebrities who live immoral lives, on the
Day of Judgement we will be raised up along with them and they will guide us to
Hell:

Aa
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And We made them Imams who call to the fire, and on the day of
resurrection they shall not be assisted. [28:41]

= |

Intelligent people will always choose to follow the true guides, because they
know the way that will lead us to Jannah and happiness. They will never choose
to follow people who themselves require others to guide them! Allah (SWT) says
in the Qur'an:

&a

Who is more worthy to be followed - He Who guides to the truth, or he who
cannot find the right way unless others guide him to it? What is wrong with you?
How ill do you judge! [10:35]

zE
—\
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QIYAMAH IN THE QUR’'AN

The Qur’an uses many different names referring to the resurrection:

So Allah shall Judge between you on the Day of Judgment [4:141]
ARl a3 ;ﬁ: @A-\ 254 4
When He gathers you for the Day of Gathering, the Day of Mutual Neglect
[64:9]

Allah (SWT) continuously reminds us of the reality of the Day of Judgement
through His signs in this world. He instructs us to look at how He sends down rain
which revives the earth after it has become totally dry, causing life and vegetation
to once again flourish from within it. Human beings too will be brought back to life
after their death in a similar way:
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It is Allah who sends water down from the sky and with it revives the earth when it
is dead. Most surely there is a sign in this for people who listen. [16:65]
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He brings forth the living from the dead and brings forth the dead from the living,
and gives life to the earth after its death, and thus shall you be brought forth.

[30:19]
=

1. Why do you think Allah (SWT) uses many different names to refer to the resurrection
in the Qur'an?

IN SUMMARY

2. Why were prophets granted miracles by Allah (SWT)?

3. Why is it important to follow the right Imam?
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DID YOU KNOW?

?

In his sermon welcoming the
holy month of Ramadan, the
Holy Prophet (S) said to the
people: “Remember the
hunger and thirst of the day
of Qiyamah with your hunger
and thirst (whilst fasting).”

Which sdrah in
the Qur'an is
named
al-Qiyamah?

KEY POINTS

!

1. All of the 5 Usal al-Din
have been mentioned in the
Qur’an in several places.

2. Allah (SWT) sent us guides
in the form of prophets and
Imams. We should follow
their examples because they
know the best way for us to
reach Jannah and attain
happiness.

3. The Day of Judgment has
been described using many
different names in the
Qur’an.
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ACROSS

3. All the prophets and messengers were .
4. "Whoever dies and does not recognise the (true) Imam of his time, dies the death of
6. "that people are unable to do" [Hint: known as miracle in English].

DOWN

1. The Holy Prophet (S) does not speak out of his own .
2. means resurrection also known as the Day of Judgement.

3. The Imam of our time appointed by Allah (SWT) is Imam al- (A).
5. '(Remember) the day when we will call every people with their . [17:71]



Figh (Jurisprudence) is a study of the Branches of Religion (Furd’ al-Din), unlike ‘Aga’id (Theology), which is a
study of the Roots of Religion (Usdl al-Din). It is an expansion of the Shari‘ah based on the Holy Qur’an and the
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (S). Figh deals with the rulings pertaining to the observance of each of the 10 Furd’ al
-Din.

A person trained in Figh is known as a faqgih (pl. fugaha’).

Taharah and Najasah
This part explains the meanings of the words tahir and najis, and explains the concept of taharah and najasah in
Islam.

Fura’ al-Din
This part introduces the 10 Branches of Religion, and gives an insight into some of these branches (most relevant
to this age group).

Salah

In this part, we look at the first of the 10 Furd“ al-Din in depth. Salah is the most important act of daily worship,
and the pillar of faith. It is a pre-requisite to all our other actions being accepted. For this reason, a large part of
the Figh section is dedicated to learning salah and the rulings pertaining to it.

Taqlid

This section looks at the concept of taqglid and ijtihad. ljtihad is the science of deriving Islamic law from its
sources, most commonly the Holy Qur’an and the hadith of the Holy Prophet (S) and the A'immah (A). Taqlid
refers to following a mujtahid in Islamic law.

Bulugh
This part looks at the period in our lives when we turn baligh. It explains the changes we experience in our
bodies as well as our religious obligations upon reaching bultgh.

The study of Figh is essential because it deals with the rulings pertaining to our daily acts of worship. Without
knowing these rulings, we cannot perform our ‘ibadat (worship) correctly.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Understand the concept of
tahdarah and najasah.

2. Understand the difference
between being tahir and
clean.

3. Understand the difference

between being najis and

dirty.

MY NOTES =
=
(O]

ACTIVITY

List 5 things which appear
clean but are najis, and 5
things which may seem dirty
but are tahir.

FIQH

TAHARAH AND NAJASAH

In Islam, there is a difference between something that is unclean and something
that is najis. Najis means “ritually unclean”. When our body or clothes become
najis, they must be cleaned and made tahir (ritually pure) again before we can
perform acts of worship like salah.

For example, mud or dust or oil may look dirty or feel unclean, but they are not
najis. That means if you, for example, have dust on your body or clothes, although
it is better to remove it before praying, you can still pray without doing this
because it not najis.

On the other hand, drops of blood may not seem “dirty”, but in Islam, it is
considered najis or ritually unclean. If blood falls on your clothes, you must
change your clothes or purify them from the blood before you can pray with
them. Similarly, if there is blood on the body, it must be washed with enough
water to purify the body. Simply wiping it with a tissue or cotton wool is not
enough.

Likewise, there is a difference in Islam between something that is clean and
something that is tahir. Tahir means “ritually pure”. If a glass of water has a drop
of alcohol in it, although it may look clean, it is not tahir. It is najis. On the other
hand, your shirt may have mud on it and may not look clean, yet it is still tahir,
because mud is not najis.

It is very important that we
understand the difference
between “tahir and najis” in
Islam and “clean and unclean”
in the general sense.

Before we can pray, everything
=8 around us must be tahir, such
as the water we use for wudi’,
the clothes we wear while
praying and the place upon

which we perform sajdah.

NAJASAT AL- AYN

There are ten things that are najis by nature. They do not become tahir, simply by
washing them. Some of them can never become tahir no matter what you do.
These 10 things are called najis al-‘ayn (pl. najasat al-‘ayn).

Everything else in the world apart from these 10 things is tahir (ritually pure).
However, tahir things can become najis if they come into contact with one of the
10 najasat al-‘ayn, and there is some wetness or dampness between them. If a
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thing that is tahir becomes najis, it is called mutanajjis. Since the thing that is
mutanajjis is not one of the 10 najasat al-‘ayn, it can be made tahir again.

Most things which have become najis can be made tahir by washing with water.
In the Qur’an, Allah (SWT) says that He has made water pure and clean so that we

may use it to purify ourselves:
1ak
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and He sent down water from the sky to purify you with it [8:11]

A
IN SUMMARY

1. What is the difference between clean and tahir?
2. What is the difference between dirty and najis?

3. What is the name given to an object which is always najis and can never be made
tahir?

4. What is a mutanajjis?

5. What is the main condition necessary for najasah to transfer from one object to
another?

6. How can you make your finger tahir if there is blood on it?
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

L
There are 12 things that can
make najis things tabhir.
These are known as the
mutahhirat. The most
common of the mutahhirat is
water.

MY NOTES

Wi

KEY POINTS

1. Things may be physically
clean but ritually impure
(najis).

2. Some things may appear
physically dirty and yet be
ritually pure (tahir).

3. here are 10 things which
are always najis and can
never be made tahir. They
are known as najasat al-‘ayn.

4. A tahir object can become
najis if it comes into contact
with a najis object, and there
is wetness between them. It
is called a mutanajjis, and can
be made tahir again.

5. Most najis things can be
made tahir using water.

FIQH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Review of toilet etiquette

2. What actions are haram,
makrih, mustahab and wadjib
when using the toilet?

MY NOTES

i

In a small group, write down
toilet manners that you can

GROUP ACTIVITY

remember. Do you know
which of these are wajib,
mustahab,  makrih  and
haram?

FIQH

Islam is a complete way of life. It teaches us how to behave in every aspect of our
lives, including using the toilet!

WHAT IS WAJIB WHEN USING THE TOILET?

It is wajib to hide our private parts from others at all times, even from our parents
and siblings.

After using the toilet, we must wash ourselves with water at least twice (wajib)
but preferably 3 times.

Most public places (such as schools, restaurants and shopping centres) do not
have water containers. We should therefore take a disposable cup or water bottle
with us so that we can fill it with water to wash ourselves after using the toilet.

If you do not have a cup or bottle, you can use tissue to clean and dry yourself, but
when you go home, you will still need to wash yourself with water properly and
change your underwear before you are tahir again and can pray salah.

The rules of taharah should always be kept in mind so that the clothes and body
are not touched by urine or any najis al-‘ayn. If it is, it should be washed with
water 3 times to clean it.

WHAT ACTIONS ARE HARAM WHEN USING THE TOILET?

When using the toilet, it is haram to face the giblah or have your back facing it.

It is also haram to relieve oneself on private property without the permission of
the owner.

It is not permissible to relieve oneself in a place that would be disrespectful, such
as:
m the compound of a masjid, church or
other religious sites
near graves
on a path, alley or road where people
usually walk
m in a public place where others may
see you naked

WHAT IS CONSIDERED MAKRUH WHEN USING THE TOILET?

It is makruh to relieve oneself under a tree.
Most men’s public washrooms have standing urinals. We should not use urinals
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because urinating while standing is makrih. Always sit and urinate. If it is a public

place, you may have to wipe the seat and dry it with some tissue first.

When in the washroom, it is also makriih to:

m talk
m read

m sit in the toilet for a long time unnecessarily

It is also makriih to suppress your urge to urinate. In
fact, if it is harmful to your health, then it becomes

haram to do so.

WHAT ARE THE MUSTAHAB ACTS WHEN VISITING THE

TOILET?

It is mustahab to remember Allah (SWT) and thank Him for the healthy body he
has given us, and the ability to remove waste from it. We should also ask Allah
(SWT) to help us purify our souls of spiritual filth just as He has helped us to purify

our bodies.

It is also mustahab to:

m Enter the toilet with the left foot and exit with the right foot
m Urinate before doing wuda’ for salah and before going to sleep

1. Why does Islam have rules for even the most basic actions such as going to the toilet?

2. What actions are wdjib and mustahab when going to the toilet?

3. What are the makriih and haram actions when going to the toilet?
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

Allah  (SWT) praised the
people who built Masjid
Quba’ by revealing the
following verse: “Therein are
men who love to cleanse
themselves; and Allah loves
those who cleanse
themselves” [9:108]

When this verse was
revealed, the Holy Prophet
(S) asked the people of
Quba’: "What do you do
when cleaning yourselves
that Allah has praised you for
it?"

They said: "We cleanse

ourselves with water after
relieving ourselves.”

KEY POINTS

I

1. Islam teaches us good
manners for every situation
in our lives, including going to
the toilet, because it is a
complete way of life.

2. When going to the toilet, it
is important to keep in mind
various things which are
wajib, mustahab, makrih and
haram.

3. After using the toilet, it is
wajib to wash ourselves with
water to make us

tahir.

FIQH




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Understand the concept of
FurG® al-Din and how it differs
from Usdl al-Din

2. Learn the 10 FurdG® al-Din
with meanings

3. Explore sawm in more

detail: The importance of

fasting in the month of

Ramadan.

MY NOTES =
jh
N

ACTIVITY

Can you find some of
the Usdal al-Din in the grid
below?
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FIQH

WHAT IS FURU AL-DIN?

Fura® al-Din are the branches of
religion. They consist of 10 acts
of worship (‘ibadat) and are
compulsory (wajib) on every i
Muslim when he/she becomes &
baligh(ah).

The 10 Furd® al-Din are:

Salah - To pray five times a day.

Sawm - To fast in the month of Ramadan.

Hajj - To go on pilgrimage to Makkah.

Zakah - Islamic tax on gold, silver, grains and livestock.
Khums - Islamic tax on savings.

Jihad - Fighting in the way of Allah (SWT) to defend Islam.
Al-amr bi al-ma rif - Telling others to do good.

Al-nahy ‘an al-munkar - Forbidding others from doing evil.
Tawalla - Loving the Ma‘simin (A) and their friends.

10 Tabarra’ - Not befriending the enemies of the Ma‘sidmin (A).

©oNOUAWN R

Usidl al-Din are the roots of religion whereas Furii® al-Din are the branches of
religion. We study the Usdl al-Din in ‘Aga’id.

SAWM - FASTING

Sawm is the Arabic word for fasting and it usually refers to fasting in the holy
month of Ramadan.

Sawm means not eating or drinking from fajr until maghrib for the sake of Allah
(SWT) and to make Allah (SWT) happy. When we fast, we are guests of Allah
(SWT) and we earn lots of thawab (reward). Allah (SWT) loves those who fast.

Sawm teaches us sabr (to be patient) and to think about the poor people who
don’t have enough to eat or drink.

We should try and fast as much as we can in the month of Ramadan so that when
we grow up and become baligh, we can fast the whole month easily.

Some of the reasons why fasting is important are:

+ When we fast, Allah (SWT) is happy with us, and we get closer to Him
* Fasting teaches us patience because we cannot eat or drink during the day

LESSON 3 - FURU' AL-DIN 35



* When we fast, we appreciate the hunger and thirst of all the poor people

around the world.

* Fasting reminds us of Qiyamah when everyone will be thirsty and hungry.
Those who fast in this world will not be hungry and thirsty in Qiyamah.

* In the month of Ramadan, we come to the masjid everyday for the
recitation of the Qur’an, majlis and du‘a’. We also get to meet other

Muslims and share a meal with them when we break our fast.

* When we fast, we get greater reward for all our actions, including breathing

and sleeping!

Before we fast, we must make the niyyah for fasting. In the niyyah, we must
specify the fast and why we are fasting (e.g. | am fasting in the month of

Ramadan, qurbatan ilallah (to get closer to Allah (SWT)).

Q: What would your niyyah be if you were keeping a mustahab fast?

IN SUMMARY

1. What are the Furii‘ al-Din and how many acts do they consist of?

2. What is the meaning of Sawm?

3. Can you list some of the reasons why fasting is important?
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

The Holy Prophet (S) i]
gave a sermon before '
the holy month of
Ramadan. This sermon has
many important lessons for
us. We should try to read it
every year before the start of
this Holy month. In one
section of this sermon, he
says: Oh people! The gates of
Paradise are open in this
month, so ask your Lord not
to close them. And the gates
of the fire are closed, so ask
your Lord not to open them.

KEY POINTS K

1. Furd’ al-Din are the
Branches of Religion. They
are 10 in number.

2. Salah and sawm are 2
examples of the Furd’ al-Din.

3. Sawm means fasting. It
helps us to acquire taqwa
(awareness of Allah (SWT)'s
continuous presence). It also
teaches us patience and
builds our willpower.

4. Before fasting, we must
make the correct niyyah.

FIQH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Understand the meaning
and importance of salah

2. Know the mubtilat al-salah
(the acts which invalidate
salah)

MY NOTES

Wl

ACTIVITY

Write down 5 things
that can break the salah.
You may do this in pairs.

FIQH

WHAT IS SALAH?

Saldh means prayers. It is the first and most important of the Furi® al-Din.

Salah is the most important act of worship and it was the most beloved thing to
the Holy Prophet (S). Salah is our way of talking to Allah (SWT), our Creator.

Q: We talk to Allah (SWT) through salah and du‘a’. How does Allah (SWT) talk to
us?

Salah is very important. When someone is praying, we should not make noise,
disturb them or try and make them laugh. They are talking to Allah (SWT) and we
should not interfere. When we want to perform salah, we should find a quiet
place where no one will disturb us. We should take the time to pray slowly and
with concentration and not rush through it.

Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an:
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Be watchful over your prayers, especially the middle prayer, and stand in
obedience before Allah. [2:238]

A man once came to the mosque to pray. After prayers, he went to greet the Holy
Prophet (S). The Holy Prophet (S) asked him to go and pray again as his prayer was
not accepted. He told the man that a prayer without concentration has no value
and is not accepted.

MUBTILAT OF SALAH

There are 12 actions which break a salah (make it batil). This means that our salah
is not valid and we would have to repeat it.

* Laughing out loud (smiling does not break salah

* Doing anything that breaks wudd’ (falling asleep, passing wind
* Eating or drinking (chewing gum, keeping food in mouth)

* Folding arms intentionally

* Crying for worldly things

* Speaking intentionally

* Saying “aGmin” after sdrat al-Fatihah
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* Turning away from the Qiblah

* Leaving out any wajib rukn of salah.

* Any action that shows you are no longer praying (clapping, jumping, etc.)

* Missing one of the mugaddimat of salah (the prerequisites of salah)

* Doubts occurring in the first 2 rak‘ahs of any wajib salah (about which

rak‘ah you are in).

To break the saldh without reason is a sin and is haram (e.g. answering the phone
or talking to someone in the middle of the saldh). However, in some cases, it is
permitted and in fact wajib to break the salah. For example, if your life is in
danger, you must stop your saldh and save yourself. Similarly, if someone else is
in danger, you must stop your salah and help them.

1. Why is saldh the most important act of worship?

2. Can you mention one hadith of the Holy Prophet (S) about salah?
3. What does the Qur’an say about salagh?

4. Can you mention some actions which break the salah?

5. What is the first quality of a true believer mentioned in sdrat al-Mu’mindn?
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

;
In sdrat al-Mu’mindn,
Allah (SWT) describes the
qualities of a Mu’'min (a true
believer). The first quality
mentioned is humility during
salah:

Gsazall nlal 36
Certainly, the true
believers are successful

Osril> (..63&.9 S o2 Ry
Those who are humble in
their prayers [23:1-2]

KEY POINTS K

1. Salah is the most
important act of worship and
the pillar of faith. If it is
accepted by Allah (SWT),
other deeds will also be
accepted. If it is not accepted,
other deeds will also not be
accepted.

2. Before performing salah,
it's important to prepare
properly. The preparation for
salah is called mugaddimat al
-salah.

3. There are 12 things that

make the salah badtil. These
are called mubtilat al-salah.

FIQH



1. Understand that salgh is a
very important act and
therefore it is necessary to
prepare for it.

2. Understand the basic
rulings regarding the place of
salah.

MY NOTES

Wil

GROUP DISCUSSION

Why is it so important to
prepare for saldh? How do
we prepare for salah?

FIQH

LEARNING OBIJECTIVES @ MUQADDIMAT AL-5ALAH

Mugqaddimat al-saldah refers to the “prerequisites of prayers”.

To prepare for salah, we must think of the following:

QWIPTC

QIBLA

Am | praying in the right direction?

WUDU’

Have | performed my
wudi’ correctly? Is it still valid?

INTENTION

Niyyah—Do |
intention?

PLACE

Is this the right place for me to pray?

TIME

Am | praying at the right time?

CLOTHES

Are my clothes appropriate for salah?

have the correct
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PLACE OF SALAH

The following rules must be observed for the place of salah:

It must be halal (lawful) and not ghasbr - it must not be used without the owner’s
permission. However if a person is confident that the owner will not mind, or if it
is a public place like a hotel, airport or public park, then asking permission is not

necessary.

It must not be in motion (e.g. on a
train, boat, plane or car). If there
is sufficient time, you should wait
until you arrive at your destination
and then perform your salah. If,
however, the time of saldah is
coming to an end while still in
motion, then it should be
performed while travelling.

The place of salah must be flat and there should be enough room to perform all
of the actions of salah. The place where the forehead is placed for sajdah must
not be more than four fingers higher or lower than the place where the toes rest.

If there are men and women praying in the same room, women should not pray
in front of men. However, if there is some sort of a partition in the room, such as
a curtain, men can pray on one side of the partition and women on the other. The
only place where a man is allowed _
to stand behind a woman in salah &
is in Makkah in Masjid al-Haram %

around the Ka‘bah.

The area where the forehead is
placed for sajdah must be tahir
and not ndjis.

1. What does mugaddimat al-salah mean?

2. What are the 6 mugaddimat al-salah?

3. What are the basic conditions for place of salah?
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DID YOU KNOW? ?

The mosque is the best
place to perform salah.
Imam al-Sadig (A) said:

“He who walks to the
mosque to offer
congregational prayers
receives 70,000 rewards for
every step he takes, and his
rank is raised accordingly.
This status continues even
after his death, for Allah
appoints 70,000 angels to
pray for him in his grave,
give him good tidings,
accompany him in his
loneliness and plead for his
forgiveness till he his raised
(from the grave).”

KEY POINTS

1. The term mugaddimat al-
salah refers to the
prerequisites of salah.

2. There are 6 important
mugaddimat al-salah: niyyah,
wudd’, giblah, time, place and
the clothes of salah.

3. The place of salah must be
tahir, not ghasbr .

4. It should be flat and not in
motion.

5. Generally, women should
not offer their prayers in
front of men in the prayer
room.

FIQH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Understand the importance
of praying on time

2. Understand the basic
rulings regarding the time of
salah.

3. Learn the timings of the
five daily prayers

MY NOTES

W

In small groups, make a table
to show when the time for
salah starts and when it
ends (for each of the 5
daily prayers).

GROUP ACTIVITY

FIQH

It is extremely important to pray salah on time and not delay it without a good
reason.

Allah (SWT) does not like those who take their salah lightly and do not pray on
time. He says in the Qur’an:

Ckiadld :}253

Woe to those who pray, but are heedless of their prayers
(they don’t give importance to their salah) [107:4-5]

J

What does “being heedless of prayer” mean?

A person can only pray a wdajib salah after they are sure that it is time to pray. If a
person is in doubt (e.g. they don’t know the exact salah time), they should wait
for a little while until they are sure the time has set in.

How can we find out the timings for daily prayers?

The wudd’ for a particular salah can only be done after its time has arrived. For
example, the wudid’ for afternoon (zuhr) salah cannot be performed in the
morning. However if a person wishes to do wudi’ before the time for salah (e.g.
to do wudi’ at home before leaving for the masjid to pray salah), one can do
specifying which

wuda’ with the general niyyah of “qurbatan ilallah”, without
salah it is for and that would be fine.
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TIMINGS FOR DAILY PRAYERS

Salah Starts Ends
Al-Subh al-Sadiq (true
Fair dawn). This is the time Sunrise
J when the first light ap-
pears at dawn
At midday Just before sunset when there is
Zuhr (the time between sunrise only enough time left for ‘asr
and sunset) prayers.
Just after midday as soon
as enough time has
‘Asr passed for one to have Sunset
prayed 4 raka‘at of salat
al-zuhr.
] Just before midnight when
A little after sunset, once the . .
, ) there is only enough time to
Maghrib redness in the eastern sky - _
pray the 4 raka‘at of salat al-
has passed overhead. o
isha’.
As soon as enough time o
Midnight
s has passed for one to .
Isha _ (time between
have prayed salat al- .
i sunset and sunrise)
maghrib

1. Why is it very important to always pray on time?

2. Is it okay to perform wudi’ for a salah before the time of salah?

3. With regards to timings of saldh, what do the terms midday and midnight mean?

4. How can we find out the timings for daily prayers?
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DID YOU KNOW? 9

Imsak is the time just
before fajr when it s
advisable that you should
stop eating if you are going to
fast on that day.

MY NOTES

Wi

KEY POINTS

I

1. The person most liked by
Allah (SWT) is the one who
prays on time.

2. A person can only pray
after he is sure that the time
of prayer has set in.

3. Wuda’ with the specific
intention of a particular
salah can only be performed
after the time for that salah
has set in.

4. If one wants to perform
wudia’ early, the niyyah
should be “qurbatan ilallah”
without specifying the salah.

FIQH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Understand the concept of
taqlid.

2.Understand the importance
of following a mujtahid.

MY NOTES

Wl

In small groups, open the
risalah of a mujtahid and
look through it. Discuss your
observations  with  your
group and teacher.

GROUP ACTIVITY

FIQH

WHAT IS TAQLID?

When girls and boys become badligh(ah), all of the laws of Islam, like praying salah
5 times a day and fasting (sawm) in the month of Ramadan, become wajib for
them.

When do boys and girls become baligh?

All the actions of a Muslim
who is baligh(ah) have to
be based on the correct §
teachings of Islam as
taught in the Qur’an and
by the Holy Prophet (S).

In order to find out the
correct teachings of the Qur’an and the Holy Prophet (S), we can either study
these in depth and become experts in Islamic law, or follow a mujtahid.

A mujtahid is an expert in Islamic law. Following the rulings of a mujtahid who is
most learned in Islamic law is called taqlid.

A mujtahid studies Islamic law for many years and understands the ayat of the
Qur’an and all the teachings of the Holy Prophet (S) and the A'immah (A). The
A’immah (A) have explained the true meanings of the verses of the Qur'an and the
words and practices of the Holy Prophet (S).

The words and practices of Holy
Prophet (S) are known as his _ croses
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The rulings of a mujtahid are called 2 QUR 7]
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fatawa (plural of fatwa). They can = a:MUSLEIMES ENIL =N

be found in his risalah (book of
Islamic Laws).

HOW TO DO TAQLID

It is very important to make the correct niyyah (intention). Before you become
baligh(ah), you should find out who is the most learned mujtahid that others
follow and you should make your niyyah to follow him once you become
baligh(ah).
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Every mujtahid who allows others to follow him usually has a risalah. These laws
are from the Qur’an and Sunnah, based on his research. We can find out about
the laws of Islam either by reading the book of our mujtahid or by asking him
directly. For example, if he has a website, we can send him an email and ask him
our questions.

In Islam, ignorance is not an excuse. If we do not pray correctly or perform wudi’
correctly, we cannot say to Allah (SWT) on the Day of Judgement that we did not
know how to do it properly or we could not read Arabic. The A’immah (A) have
instructed us to follow those who are learned in Islamic Law when we ourselves
don’t know the correct rulings. If we do not follow a mujtahid, we will not know
the correct Islamic rulings relating to our daily actions. That is why taqlid is wajib.

Ayatullah Sayyid Sistani , Khamenei, Basheer Najafi, Javadi Amoli (may Allah
(SWT) grant them a long life) are some of the most learned Mujtahidin. They live
in Najaf, Irag, Qum, Iran. Thousands of Muslims around the world do their taglid.

IN SUMMARY

1. What is the meaning of the word taqlid?

2. Who is a mujtahid?

3. What are the two main sources from which a mujtahid gets Islamic laws?
4. Why is it necessary to follow a mujtahid?
5. How do we find out the fatawa (rulings) of our mujtahid?

44 LESSON 7 - TAQLID (PART 1)

DID YOU KNOW? 9

L
There are many new things
which did not exist at the
time of the Holy Prophet (S)
and the A'immah (A) such as
smoking, praying in space,
cloning and so on.

We cannot find verses in the
Quran or aghadith of the
Ma‘siamin (A) directly
addressing these issues.

Following a mujtahid is
necessary because he can tell
us what to do in such
situations.

KEY POINTS

1. When we become baligh,
we must follow a mujtahid.

2. A mujtahid is an expert in
Islamic Law. He derives law
mainly from the Qur'an and
the Sunnah.

3. Following a mujtahid is
known as tagqlid.

4. It is necessary to make the
correct niyyah for taqlid.

5. We can find the fatawa
(rulings) of a mujtahid from
his risalah or by asking him
directly.

FIQH



Islam divides every action into five groups:

1. Understand that in Islam,
all actions fall under 5
categories: wajib, mustahab,
mubdah, makriah and haram.

2. Understand that all
fatawa of a mujtahid fall
under one of these groups.

Can you think of any action that would not fall into one of these 5 groups?

MY NOTES _%/}

e It is necessary to follow a mujtahid because he can tell us which group every
action belongs to. If he tells us that something is wajib, we must do it. If he says it
is haram, we must keep away from it.

WAJIB
This action is compulsory on every Muslim who is baligh. Not performing a wajib
action is a sin.
v Five daily prayers
v Fasting in the month of Ramadan
v Obeying one’s parents
MUSTAHAB
This is a recommended action. It is not a must to do it, but whoever does it will be
rewarded by Allah (SWT).
v" Reciting the Holy Qur’an
v" Giving charity
v" Helping others
MUBAH
These are actions which are allowed. They are
neither compulsory nor forbidden. They are not
discouraged nor recommended. If done with the
correct intention, mubah actions can often become

"1

T counted .as mustahab.

o Playing football

o Playing computer and video games
In pairs, think of actions o Walking

which can fall into more than
one group depending on the
intention (niyyah) behind it.
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MAKRUH MY NOTES

Wi

This is the opposite of mustahab. It is a discouraged
action but not a sin.

x QOvereating

x Sleeping too much

x Not praying on time

HARAM

This is the opposite of wajib. It is an act which has
been forbidden in Islam. Anyone who does a haram
act will be punished for it.

x Murdering an innocent person

x Lying

x Stealing

KEY POINTS

I

1.Islam divides every action
into five groups.

2. Wajib  actions  are
compulsory on every muslim
who is baligh.

3. Mustahab are actions that
are recommended.

4, Mubah actions are those
allowed, neither compulsory
nor forbidden. These actions
are not discouraged nor are
they recommended.

Mustahab, these are actions

1. In Islam, every action falls into one of five groups. What are these groups? which are discouraged but

2. Can you give 2 examples for each of these five groups? notsins.

3.  Sometimes, our niyyah (intention) can decide which group our action falls into. 6. Haram is the opposite of
Can you give an example of this? wajib.  These are  acts

forbidden in Islam.
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Akhlaq is the plural of the Arabic word khulg, which means “disposition” (i.e. characteristics of a person and
how one behaves with others). It can also be referred to as a person’s nature or personality. Islam places a lot of
emphasis on refining one’s akhlaqg by purifying the soul. We can do this by always performing all wajib actions
and keeping away from everything that is haram.

Adab (etiquette)
This part deals with Islamic etiquette (manners). In this section, we will look at the importance of cleanliness,
bathroom manners, the adab (etiquette) of dressing, talking, eating and drinking, sleeping and travelling.

Relationships

In this section, we look at Islamic teachings on how to behave with others. We will learn how to respect teachers
and the elderly, and the importance of being helpful to others. Islam teaches us that we are social beings. We
have to live peacefully with others within our communities. This is why Islam places a lot of importance on
maintaining good relationships with others.

Life of a Muslim

In this part, we look at how Muslims should behave. Islam is a peaceful and wonderful religion, but people will
only understand what Islam truly means if Muslims portray themselves as good ambassadors of their faith. We
will learn about a Muslim’s home and place of worship, and how to build good character through practicing
good manners and keeping away from vices, such as lying.

The study of Akhlag teaches us good manners, morality and virtue. It shows us how to purify our soul so that we
can become perfect human beings. The Holy Prophet (S) had the most perfect Akhldg and was sent as a role
model for us. In the study of Akhlag (A), we look at the teachings of the Qur’an and the sunnah of the Holy
Prophet (S) and the Ahl al-Bayt (A) on refining one’s character.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Understand why cleanliness
is so important in Islam

2. Learn a verse of the Qur'an
and ahadith on cleanliness.

MY NOTES

Wl

List two things you could do
to keep your mosque and
classroom clean, and two
things you could do to keep
your room and home clean.

ACTIVITY

Being clean is very important in Islam. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an that He
loves those who are clean. We should always wear clean clothes and keep our
rooms clean.

It is said that cleanliness is next to Godliness. This is because Allah (SWT) is pure,
and He loves everything that is pure. Therefore, if we want to be close to Allah
(SWT), we must purify ourselves both physically and spiritually.

Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur’an:

wl st & AL < (a¥ & A &G
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“truly Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who Y
keep themselves pure and clean” [2:222]

How can we purify ourselves spiritually?

The Holy Prophet (S) also taught us to keep our houses clean and free of cobwebs,
dust and dirt, because these bring poverty and are the houses of the shaytan.

As good Muslims, we must always make sure our bodies and clothes are
clean, as well as our homes, the spaces we study and work in and especially our
bedrooms. Dirt causes sickness and diseases and makes it hard for us to keep our
thoughts clean.

A man who once entered the masjid of the Holy Prophet (S) while he was very
dirty and shabbily dressed. When the Holy Prophet (S) saw the man, he came near
him. He saw the man had dust and sand all over his face, his hair was untidy and
his hands were not washed. His mouth was stinking and his clothes were not neat.
The Holy Prophet (S) got upset because of the way the man looked. He said to
him: “Why do you live like this? Don’t you know that cleanliness is a part of



religion? Don’t you know Allah (SWT) loves those who are clean? A Muslim must ' pip you KNOW? ?
be clean and make use of Allah (SWT)’s blessings. Since there is water, make use =

of it and wash yourself and keep yourself clean and tidy.” Sl s dim el

Prophet (S) on many
Islam teaches us to take good care of our bodies and not neglect them. However, . casions to brush his teeth.

Islam also condemns excessive attention to physical beauty while forgetting to  |n fact, he put so much
improve our inner beauty (i.e. our character). Constantly worrying about our emphasis on brushing teeth
looks not only wastes a lot of our time and money but also keeps us busy with the  that the Holy Prophet (S)
world and what people think of us. It makes us forget Allah (SWT) and the thought it would be made
Hereafter. We should instead consider spending more of our free time gaining  Wajib. The Holy Prophet ($)

knowledge and thinking of what we can do for Islam and humanity. brushed his teeth before
every salah.

Which room would you like to have?
MY NOTES

i

KEY POINTS

1. Islam places a lot of
importance on cleanliness.

2. Cleanliness is part of faith.
It is also next to Godliness.

A
IN SUMMARY é 3. The Holy Prophet (S) said
that cleanliness is part of

1. Why does Islam place so much importance on cleanliness? religion.

2. Why is it important to keep ourselves and our surroundings clean? 4. The Qur'an teaches us that

Allah (SWT) loves those who
are clean and pure. He has
4. What do the Ma'siimin (A) say about cleanliness? made water for us to keep
ourselves clean.

3. What does the Qur’an say about cleanliness?



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.How do we keep ourselves 5 not wait to finish what you are doing.
clean when we go to the

washroom?

You should go to the washroom as soon as you need to

Enter the washroom with your left foot.
2.What things must we keep

in mind before using the \Wear slippers, because the floor may be wet and dirty.
toilet?

Make sure you have water to wash yourself after using the toilet. If you are using
a public toilet (e.g. at school), take some water in a cup. If there is no cup, then
after you have used the washroom, clean yourself with a wet tissue.

When you get home, tell your parents that you used

tissue and not water, so your underwear is najis and

has to be washed. :

When you go to the washroom, SIT on the seat. DO | N

MY NOTES

Wl

NOT STAND to urinate.

When you are done, then wash yourself 3 times.

If you cannot wash yourself, call someone to wash you.

Wipe yourself dry.

Get off the toilet seat and put your clothes on again.
Remember to wipe the seat flush the toilet before you leave!
Leave the washroom with your right foot.

Then wash your hands with soap and water and wipe
them dry.

Remember not to talk while you are in the washroom.

ACTIVITY

You are on holiday and
staying at a hotel. Discuss in
pairs how you would find out
whether the toilet was facing
the giblah or not, and what
you would do if it was facing
the giblah.



Remember that when you are sitting on the ==
toilet you should not face or have your back Zg
to giblah. If the toilet is facing giblah then sit
a little sideways.

Remember to ask permission before using a bathroom on someone else’s
property. It is okay to use a public toilet without permission, as it is there for the
public.

Remember to cover yourself properly as it is not allowed to show one’s private
parts to others, or to see other people’s private parts.

Remember not to relieve yourself in a place where it would be considered
disrespectful, such as in a public place or graveyard.

Remember that it is mustahab to go to the toilet before salah and before going to
sleep.

A
IN SUMMARY

State whether the following statements are true or false:

1. Before using the toilet, we should ensure it is not facing giblah.
2. We should leave the toilet with the right foot.

3. It is okay to stand and urinate.

4. We can find the giblah using a compass.

DID YOU KNOW? ?

Do you know how to find the
giblah direction?

There are several ways in
which you can find the
giblah, but the easiest way is
to use a compass, soO
remember to take a compass
with you when travelling!

MY NOTES —

KEY POINTS

1. Go to the toilet as soon as
you need to.

2. Wear slippers and ensure
your body and clothes do not
get najis.

3. After using the toilet, wash
yourself with water three
times.

4 Ensure that you do not face
the giblah or have your back
towards giblah when using
the toilet.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.How
dress?

should a Muslim

2.What do the Qur’an and
the Ma‘sidmin (A) teach us
about dressing?

3.Why is it important to dress
modestly?

MY NOTES

Wl

List down 5 types of clothes
which are decent and
respectful, and five types of
clothes which are indecent.

ACTIVITY

The Qur’an tells us that clothing should be used to cover ourselves from being
naked and to make us look good. So we dress in order to:

1. hide our nakedness

2. protect ourselves (e.g. from the cold or injury)

3. make ourselves presentable before others

Islam also teaches us to dress modesty. Modest and decent clothing is clothing
that is not too tight or short such that they reveal the shape of the body.

When putting on clothes or removing them, always ask Allah (SWT) to protect you
from shaytan by saying “a‘adhi billah min al-shaytan al-rajim” and “Bismillah al-
Rahman al-Rahim”.

Having many clothes is okay if we are using them all, but we should not hoard
clothes and keep buying and collecting new ones while our wardrobes are full of
clothes we no longer wear. Instead we should give away clothes we don’t wear to
charity so that others can benefit from them.

Our clothes should be clean.

Our clothes should also be simple. Wearing expensive clothes even when
there is no occasion, just to show off or to keep up with
the latest fashion, is not recommended because it ) >
encourages us to give more importance to our body than % ?1 Q,.A\
our soul and it makes others jealous and even hurts the = = 0. \& @ /
feelings of the poor who cannot afford such clothes. Vol /\l/\(

Instead of buying very expensive clothes, we should
‘adorn’ ourselves with good manners and a lot of
knowledge so that even the poor may imitate our
behaviour. People should love us because of our
character and not our money.

Indecent dressing means to dress disrespectfully by wearing clothes that reveals
the shape of the body and attract wrong attention from others. Even if the body is
covered, if what we are wearing is tight and/or see-through, than according to
Islamic standards, it is classified as indecent.



This means we should never be without clothes for no reason, even when we
sleep. This prevents shaytan from making us think sinful thoughts.

If we see someone dressed indecently, the Qur'an commands us to look down or
turning our gaze elsewhere.
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Say to the believing men that they cast down their looks and guard their private
parts; that is purer for them; surely Allah is Aware of what they do. And say to the
believing women that they cast down their looks and guard their private parts ...

[24:30-31]
h
IN SUMMARY
1. What type of clothes should we wear?
2. What type of clothes should we not wear?
3. Why is it important to wear decent clothes?

4. Why is it good to wear simple clothes?

DID YOU KNOW?

?
Imam ‘Ali (A) said:

“The eye is the spy of the
hearts and the messenger of
the intellect; therefore lower

your gaze from whatever is
not appropriate to your
faith...”

MY NOTES

v \‘

KEY POINTS

I

1. We dress to cover
ourselves, to keep us safe
and to look good.

2. It is important to wear
decent clothes, and not to
remain without clothes at any
time.

3. If someone is not dressed
appropriately, we should not
look at them.

4. We should wear simple
clothes and should not dress
to show off to others.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1l.Learn the adab of eating
and drinking

2. Learn what to say before
and after eating

MY NOTES

i

@
DU‘A’ BEFORE EATING ‘-

0P A B ol
b I3 B, il o4l

L2 JT g
In the Name of Allah, the
Kind and the Merciful
O Allah, give us food that is
halal and pure.

O Allah, bless Prophet
Muhammad and his family

"1
GROUP ACTIVITY

Pretend that you are sitting
around the dinner table
having dinner. Can you think
of good table manners and
bad table manners?

k

k

*

*

Make sure the food you are eating is halal.
Wash your hands before and after every meal.

Before you start eating, say:

@ Bt & 0
o AP A e

When you finish eating, thank Allah for the food He has given by saying:

- 1 /5 W [ 2 c/o n

Sl &y dly AS3-]
Always eat with your right hand.
Take small bites of food and chew your food thoroughly and properly.
Start eating by tasting a few grains of salt.

When there are guests in the house, the host should be the first to start
eating and the last to finish. This will also help the guest not to feel shy and
to eat comfortably.

When drinking water at night, always sit and drink.

When drinking water remember the tragedy of Imam al-Husayn (A) by
saying:

-

& w2 6l g alle aadi
Peace be on you, Oh Aba ‘Abd Allah

Never drink water in one gulp. Drink slowly and take at least 3 sips.



X Never eat at a table where there is
alcohol.

X Don’t blow into your food or drink if
it is hot. Wait for it to cool down.

x Never fill your plate and waste food.
Put a little and add more if you are
still hungry. Even if crumbs fall on the
table, pick them up and eat them if
they are clean.

X Never eat unless you are hungry and never overeat. Stop eating when you
think you are almost full.

X Never look at other people’s plate to see how much they are eating, or at
their face when they are eating.

x Never talk with food in your mouth.

X Our food, or nutrition, is like the seeds of plants. The type of food we eat
nurtures good or bad qualities in us. If we eat haram food, it will have
negative effects on our souls.

A
IN SUMMARY

1. What should we say before we start eating?
2. What should we say when we finish eating?
3. What is the Islamic adab of drinking water?
4. What are some of the things we should DO when eating?

5. What are the things we should NOT DO when eating?

DID YOU KNOW? ?

O
If a bee consumes fermented
nectar from a flower or fruit,
it gets drunk.

The drunk bee is not allowed
to enter the bee hive. The
other bees punish the drunk
bee and throw it out of the
hive!

In the Qur’an, there is a strah
called al-Nahl (The Bee -
sidrah number 16), which
talks about Allah (SWT)’s
wonderful creation of the bee
and the healing properties of
honey.

KEY POINTS

1. Say Bismillah before you
start eating.

2. Make sure that the food
you are eating is halal.

3. Wash your hands before
and after eating.

4. Drink water in small sips,
and remember Imam al-
Husayn (A)’s suffering in
Karbala’. At night, sit down
and drink water.

5. Say al-hamdu lilldh when
you finish eating.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Learn the Islamic etiquette
of talking.

2.Understand that some
conversations are hardm and
we must keep away from
them.

3.Study excerpts from the
conversation of Lugman with
his son, as mentioned in the
Qur’an.

MY NOTES

Wi

If someone is rude and
disrespectful, how would you
respond to him/her?
Demonstrate good and bad
ways of talking to others as a
role play in the classroom.

ACTIVITY

Rasdl Allah (S) is the perfect role model for us. He was always polite when
speaking to others. However, some people did not speak to him politely. They
would talk loudly and argue with him. Sometimes, they would come to his house
and shout for him to come out. Allah (SWT) revealed the following verse to teach
people how to talk to Rasal Allah (S):

-

RPN TR C P R IER RPA IR RPE ST <
ard Sk S 3l 419542 Y

< 50, < /0;22/0}"/52//01‘32
Oy ¥ il ('QW‘ Ld O
O you who have faith! Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet, and

do not speak aloud to him as you shout to one another, for then your good deeds
will be wiped out without your being aware. [49:2]

Rasdl Allah (S) taught us how to
speak to others through his own
behaviour: '

e He was the first in greeting
other people.

e If he wished to speak to
someone, he would look at
him/her while speaking and
have a smile on his face.

e If a person made an error while
speaking, he would not call him
to account for what was said.

e He respected people of all classes and ranks. Every person who met him felt as
if he was the most honoured person in the sight of the Holy Prophet (S).

e Whenever he was in a gathering, he never chose a specific place to sit; rather,
he sat in whatever spot was empty.

e He fulfilled the needs and requests of those who came to him and if he was not
able to, then he would at least make them pleased with a kind word.

e He never raised his voice while speaking.

e He was tolerant of bad etiquette from those who did not know better and
those who were strangers.

e He respected the elders and the children.

e He spoke very little and listened attentively to others. He never cut short the
speech of anyone else.




DID YOU KNOW? ?

Lugman was a very wise man. He gave beautiful advice to his son, which Allah

(SWT) liked so much that it has been recorded in the Qur’an in sirat Lugmén. For ~ The Mouth Test
example: Before you speak always take

the Mouth Test:

O my son! Maintain the prayer and enjoin what is just and forbid what is ‘@’ : :2 :I E‘Z?I_;ﬂr?
wrong, and bear patiently that which befalls you. Surely these acts require Ly . Is it true? '
courage.
And Most Importantly...
Do not turn your face away from the people (out of pride and contempt), and do il Allah (SWT) be pleased
not walk arrogantly on the earth. Indeed Allah does not like any arrogant boastful ~ with my words?
person.

Be moderate in your pace, and lower your voice. Surely the most hateful of voices

is the braying of a donkey.
[31:17-19]

shouting is just like the braying of a donkey.

What types of actions and thoughts should we keep KEY POINTS

away from?

e Backbiting 1. Sarat al-Hujurat taught
e Rumours and gossip people how to talk to others,
e Making fun of others and giving others bad nicknames especially Rasal Allah (S).

e Finding faults in others or spying on them
e Thinking bad of others. We should always think positively of others
e Vain talk (talk from which we gain no benefit)

2. We must be polite and face
people when we speak to
them. We should listen
attentively and not interrupt
them.

3. Lugman advised his son to
be patient and humble, and
not be proud and arrogant.
He also taught his son to
speak in a soft voice because

IN SUMMARY é fhouhr)g and quarre!lmg is
just like the braying of
a donkey.

1. How did Rasdal Allah (S) speak to people?

4) We must keep away from
backbiting, gossiping, fault-
3. What conversations should we keep away from? finding, and rumours, and

) . . calling each other with bad
4.  Whatis the “mouth test”? Mderres snel Vel el

2. What advice did Lugman give to his son about how to speak to others?



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Understand why is it
important to have a
comfortable and peaceful
home.

A peaceful and comfortable
home is a blessing from Allah
(SWT). Islam encourages every
family to live in a comfortable
house where they can find rest
and happiness. The home
provides shelter and rest after a
hard day’s work. It is also a

3.Understand  that  the place where the family spends
Hereafter is our final and time together.

permanent home.

2.Understand the difference
between necessities and
extravagance (israf).

Why is it necessary to provide comfort for the body?
MY NOTES

i

The comfort of the body is important because a healthy body and peaceful
surroundings lead to a healthy mind and soul, which can worship Allah (SWT) and
get close to Him. A soul which is not at peace, and a mind which is full of worries
or negative thoughts cannot allow us to concentrate in our saladh and other acts of
worship.

We should not become obsessed with our homes. Some people want very big
mansions, which they don’t really need. Some people buy very expensive things
for their homes or buy too many things which are not necessities. This is
considered to be extravagance (israf), which is not allowed in Islam.

In order to be successful, we should invest our time and energy to acquiring this
world and the Hereafter according to the amount of time we are going to spend in
each of these 2 places. However, most people spend their entire lives chasing
after this world and forget to prepare for the Hereafter which is everyone's final
and permanent home. Just like it doesn't make sense for a family which has gone
abroad on holiday to spend their entire trip decorating their hotel room; in the
same way, it would be foolish for us to spend our entire life chasing after this
world, when our real home is in the Hereafter, where we will stay forever.

A Muslim may decorate his/her home and own all necessary furniture, but the
main purpose of the home is comfort, not luxury or extravagance. We should not

o buy things to show off to others. We should also not be proud and boastful.

ACTIVITY

Draw your dream home, 28 _ T N YL PRI LA ah
showing all the things you )‘}d‘ 3‘3 G °}%Y‘ ‘-’;ﬁ &L:'“ \c-"'m °\c;" 9.:\.6 LC; @5‘9 t.'.’
would like to have in it. How g )
many of these things are
necessary, and which ones
are luxuries?

O my people! This life of the world is only a [passing] enjoyment, and indeed ‘@’
the Hereafter is the permanent home. [40:39]
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You prefer the life of this world, while the Hereafter is better and permanent.

[87:16-17]

In the above verses, and in many other verses in the Qur’an, Allah (SWT) tells us
that life in the Hereafter is much better than the life of this world. It is also our
permanent home. We should therefore spend more time preparing for our
permanent home in the Hereafter, rather than using all our time and energy for
this world.

However, this does not mean that we should forget about this world and spend
our entire time in prayers. Studying hard at school, spending time with our friends
and also looking after our bodies by playing a lot of sports, can also count as
worship of Allah (SWT) if we do these things with the intention of pleasing Allah
(SWT).

Q: If Imam al-Mahdi (A) reappeared today and wanted to visit you, would you
be comfortable inviting him to your home?

IN SUMMARY

1. Why should we have a comfortable home?
2. What should a Muslim’s home look like?
3. What sort of things would be considered extravagant (israf) in the house?

4. Why should we prepare for the Hereafter?

DID YOU KNOW? ?

When  Rasdal Allah  (S)
migrated to Madinah from
Makkah, the people of
Madinah were overjoyed and
everyone wanted him to stay
at their house. Rasal Allah (S)
told them he would stay
wherever his camel stopped.
It stopped at the house of
Abu Ayyub al-Ansari, where
Rasdl Allah (S) stayed for a
few days until his own house
was built.

KEY POINTS K

1. Everyone must have a
good home because it
provides shelter and rest.

2. A Muslim’s home must be
clean and comfortable. It
should be a place where one
can worship in peace and
with concentration.

3. It should not have objects
which are haram and cause
distraction and discomfort.

4) There should be a balance
between working for this life,
and preparing for the
Hereafter, because the
Hereafter is our permanent
home.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Why is it important to be
helpful to others?

2.What can we learn about
being helpful from the lives of
the Ma'simin (A)?

3.What can we do to help
others?

4. Volunteering in the

community.

MY NOTES =13
=%
00

GROUP ACTIVITY

List down 3 things you can
do in your daily life to help
others at home and 3 things
you can do to help others at
school. What can you do to
make sure your intention is
sincerely for Allah (SWT)
when doing these things?

The best Muslims are those who help others solely to please Allah (SWT) and
don’t expect any praise or reward from people.

Volunteering in the community is an excellent way of helping others. We can
volunteer at the masjid and other places where people need help such as food
banks, charities and hospitals. Always volunteer your time cheerfully and help
others solely for the sake of Allah (SWT).

Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (A) loved serving people. There was once a group going to
Makkah and Imam wanted to join them to perform Hajj. He didn’t tell them who
he was.

One of the travellers said: “He seems like a pious Muslim who wants to go for
Hajj. We should take him with us.”

The Imam (A) helped
everyone throughout
the journey, and did
not shy away from any
hard work.

At one of the stops
between Madinah and
Makkah, the group
met someone they
knew. They welcomed
him to stay for a bit.

As they sat down under the shade of a tree to talk about their journey, the man
saw the Imam and recognised him straight away. The Imam was serving water to
the people in the group.

He asked the people in the group if they knew who that man was.

They replied, “We don’t know him. He joined our group in Madinah. He seems like
a pious and religious man who loves to help others but doesn’t take help from
others.” The man said, “No wonder you don’t know him! If you knew who he was,
you would never let him do the work he is doing for you.”

“Who is he?” they asked.

“He is Imam ‘Al Zayn al-‘Abidin (A), the son of Imam al-Husayn (A)” the man
replied.



The men in the caravan immediately stood up and went to the Imam feeling very = pp vou know? ?
embarrassed, because they let him do all the hard work throughout the journey e

without realising who he was. e At 18 Vet i

out in the darkness of the
They apologised to him, but he said to them, “I only wanted to join your caravan  pight to distribute food to the

and be with your group because you didn’t know me. When I travel with those  poor. They would not disclose
who know me, they don’t let me help or do any work. That is why | always travel  their identity because they
with those who don’t know me, so | can get the thawab of serving them!” did everything solely for the
sake of Allah (SWT).
All the A’immah (A) helped people as much as they could. They never asked for
any payment, praise or reward for the work that they did, because the best
reward is only from Allah (SWT). We must also help others only for the sake of
Allah (SWT), and not expect anything in return.

Allah  (SWT) says in the
Qur’an [2:271] that it is good
to give charity openly, but it
is better to give it secretly.
This would wipe away some
of our sins.

1. Islam places a lot of
emphasis on helping others.

2. The Ma'simin (A) always
helped people as much as
they could. They did not tell
people who they were
because they did not want
any special treatment from
others, and did not expect
IN SUMMARY % anything in return. All th?ir
actions were only for Allah
(SWT).
1. Why is it important for us to help others?
3) The best reward for our
good actions is from Allah
3. According to the story in this chapter, why did the Imam (A) not tell the group (SWT). We shouldn’t expect
who he was? anything from those we help.

2. What can we do to help others?



LEARNING OBIJECTIVES @
DAA]

£
The fourth Imam, Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (A) has said: Po(H)o
1.Understand the status of a A
teacher. “A teacher has certain rights over his students:
2.Understand why it s
important to respect First- that the students treat their teacher with great respect.

teachers.

T T e e T Second- that they listen carefully to what the teacher says.

Third- that they constantly face towards the teacher.
MY NOTES
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Fourth- that they concentrate fully in learning the lesson.
Fifth- that they appreciate and are thankful for their lesson.”

The respect towards a teacher is as great as that of a parent. A person who
teaches you is giving you something more valuable than any other wealth,
because knowledge is the greatest of all treasures. We should never insult or
disrespect teachers. We should be quiet in their presence, so that we can listen
attentively and learn from them.

All the anbiya’ (A) and A’immah (A) were teachers and guides. Even your parents
are your teachers, because they spend so much time bringing you up, and
teaching you important lessons in life. You should obey a teacher the way you
obey your parents.

Make the best use of your teachers, and learn from them while they are still
around. This applies to all your teachers, whether they are at Madressa, school or
elsewhere.

"1
GROUP ACTIVITY

Half of the groups should
come up with things that
students can do to show
respect for their teachers.

The other half should come
up with actions which must
be avoided, as they show
disrespect towards teachers.

LESSON 8 — RESPECT FOR TEACHERS



DID YOU KNOW? ?

A teacher nourishes our minds and souls with knowledge just as a parent
nourishes our bodies with food and water. Islam therefore asks us to respect Allah (SWT) says in the

teachers just like we do our parents. Quran  that He  sent
] messengers to teach human

beings:

Sy 1k e
b56a5 15556 1

As We sent to you a
messenger  from  among
yourselves, who recites to you
Our signs, and purifies you,
and teaches you the Book and
wisdom, and teaches you
what you did not know.
[2:151]

Some of the rights of a teachers include:

° That we listen to them when they are
teaching us and not disrupt their teaching.

o That we don’t argue with them or raise our
voices at them.

o That we respect them like we do our
parents, even outside the classroom.

o That we pray for them and continue to
remember them even after we stop studying
with them and after they have passed away.

KEY POINTS

I

1. We should have a lot of
respect for our teachers
because they give us
knowledge, which is the
greatest treasure.

A
IN SUMMARY é 2. Teachers are as important
as parents.
1. Why are teachers considered so important in Islam? )
3. We should listen
2. Why should we respect our teachers? attentively to our teachers

and learn from them.
3. What are some of the rights of teachers?

4, What can we do to show respect to our teachers? 4. We should appreciate our
teachers, be thankful to
5. Why is a teacher as important as a parent? them, and pray for them.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1.The importance of
travelling to see Allah (SWT)’s
creation.

2.What to recite when going
on a journey.

3.How to behave as a
traveller and as a guest.

MY NOTES
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DU‘A’ FOR TRAVEL

Imam Masa al-Kazim (A) has
said that when we leave
home to go on a journey, we
should stand facing the house
and recite sdrat al-Fatihah,
followed by this du‘a™:

“Oh Allah, keep me and all
the things with me safe and
sound and let them reach the
destination safely.”

Can you list 3 qualities of a
good guest, and 3 qualities
of a bad guest?

ACTIVITY

When we travel through the world, we should observe Allah (SWT)'s creation. The
Qur’an tells us in many places that we should look at the beautiful world around
us, because we can know Allah (SWT) through His perfect creation:
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Say: Travel throughout the earth and see how He brings life into being: and He will
bring the next life into being. Allah has power over all things. [29:20]

We should begin our journey with the name of Allah (SWT), and recite du‘a’ asking
Allah (SWT) to protect us so that we get to our destination safely. When you
remember Allah (SWT) and ask Him to protect you, He will watch over you.

When Nabi Nih (A) wanted to start his journey on the ark, he advised his people:
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And he said: Board the Ark, In the name of Allah it shall sail and anchor. My
God is most forgiving and merciful. [11:41]

It is recommended to recite the following when travelling:

Ayat al-Kurst

Sdrat al-lkhlas, al-Nas, al-Kafiran and al-Falag
Sdrat al-Qadr

Sarat Al ‘Imran

Long journeys are often very enjoyable,
but they can also be dangerous
sometimes. No one can predict what will
happen. Before we travel, we should
return everything that does not belong
to us, and clear any debts we may have.
We should also ask our family and
friends to forgive us if we have hurt
them in any way. We should also give
sadagah, and thank Allah (SWT) for his
blessings without which we would not be
able to travel.




Rasdal Allah (S) advised Imam °Ali (A) to recite the following when arriving at a
new place:

“Oh Allah! make my arrival over here rewarding, for You are the best host and
caretaker.”

On arrival to our destination, we should thank Allah (SWT). It was through His
help and guidance that we did not face difficulty on the journey and reached our

destination safely.

If you stay with hosts, remember that you are a guest:

o If possible, take a gift for them )

° Do not impose yourself on them (4 /

° Try and be as helpful as possible /Q\;““/ ]
/

° Do not cause them difficulty or inconvenience

If you have guests at home, remember that they bring
blessings into your home. Be hospitable and make them
feel welcome and comfortable.

A
IN SUMMARY

1. Why is it important to travel the world?
2. How should we prepare for travel?

3. How should we behave when we are guests at someone’s house?

DID YOU KNOW? ?

One of our 8th Holy Imam's
titles is al-Dadmin, meaning
"the guarantor". One day
when he was travelling, he
saw a hunter who was about
to shoot an arrow at a deer.
The Imam told him not to kill
the deer as she had babies
and was going to feed them
and then would return to the
hunter by itself. A little while
later, the deer came back by
itself, and the hunter was
amazed. He decided not to
hunt that deer. Since then,
Imam al-Rida (A) came to be
known as “Imam al-Damin”.

KEY POINTS

1. It is important to travel the
world and see Allah (SWT)’s
creation.

2. We must begin our journey
in Allah (SWT)’s name and ask
Him to protect us.

3. The Ma'simin (A) have
recommended to us various
ad’iya’ and verses of the
Qur'an to be recited when
travelling.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Why sleep is necessary. 6‘/; o & /53 ‘;"l .. 3 .@.
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2.What to do before going to

sleep.

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an that He made sleep for us to rest [78:9]:

3.Learn mustahab  and Sleep is a blessing from Allah (SWT). It allows the body and mind to recover.
makrith acts associated with Without sleep, our mind and body cannot function.

sleeping. p——
Before going to bed, we should:
MY NOTES % e use the washroom
e e brush our teeth
e perform wudd’
e Say fi amanillah ("May you be in Allah (SWT)'s
protection") to everyone at home
Before sleeping, think of your day and all the things
you did. What did you do well and how can you
improve on these things tomorrow? What did you do which was wrong and how
can you avoid repeating these mistakes in the future? Thank Allah (SWT) for giving
you the chance to do the good deeds you performed today. Then ask Allah (SWT)
for forgiveness for any sins you may have committed and ask Him to help you
avoid repeating those sins.
When sleeping, it is mustahab to lie on your right side. Never sleep on your
stomach with your face down.
Recite some verses of the Qur'an and recite the kalimah. It is recommended to
recite ayat al-kursi and sdrat al-lkhlas 3 times. The reward for this is the same as
reciting the entire Qur’an.
"1
ACTIVITY

Draw 3 faces:

Face 1: Someone who has
had a good night’s sleep
Face 2: Someone who slept
too late and is still feeling
sleepy

Face 3: Some who hasn’t
slept for two days



When we sleep, Allah (SWT) temporarily takes our souls. He then sends them
back to our body, so we can wake up. We must thank Allah (SWT) for giving us
another day to live. We should make every day special, because we don’t know
when our time on this earth will end.

When you wake up:

e go to the washroom

e brush your teeth

e perform wudd’ again

e greet those who are already awake by saying salamun ‘alaykum ("Peace be
upon you")

It is makriih to sleep at the time of maghrib and fajr. Worshiping Allah (SWT) at
these times increases our rizqg (sustenance) and protects us from the Hellfire. It is
mustahab to stay awake and worship Allah (SWT) until sunrise. If we are not able
to stay awake until sunrise, we should try and at least recite some Qur’an, tasbih,
and du‘a’ after salat al-fajr before going back to bed.

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an:
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...and recite the Qur’an at dawn - dawn recitation is always witnessed.
[17:78]

It is makrih to sleep unnecessarily and too much. Sleep is to allow the body to
rest and re-energise. Islam encourages us to sleep early and rise early instead of
sleeping late and waking up late.

When the days are long and it is hot, it is also recommended to take a short nap
closer to noon, before the time of salat al-zuhr.

Sleep the sleep of the mindful, do not sleep the sleep of the heedless.
Those who are mindful sleep only for rest, and do not purposely sleep through

laziness
b
IN SUMMARY
1. What is the purpose of sleep?
2. What are the mustahab (recommended) acts before going to sleep?
3. What acts are mustahab when we wake up?

4. When is it makrih to sleep?

DID YOU KNOW? ?
Imam KhomeinT gave a lot of
importance to his daily salah.
He was once arrested by the
Shah’s soldiers, and taken to
Tehran. On the way, it was
time for fajr so he asked the
soldiers to stop the car so he
could perform wudd’ and
pray, but they refused to do
so. He had no option but to
perform tayammum on dust,
and pray in a moving car,
with his back towards giblah.
He said, “That day | prayed
with tayammum, my back
towards Qiblah, and in a
moving  vehicle. Perhaps
those 2 units of prayer will
achieve God's pleasure.”

KEY POINTS

!

1. Allah (SWT) made sleep for
us to rest and re-energise
after a hard day’s work.

2. It is mustahab to go to the
washroom, brush teeth and
perform wudi’ before going
to sleep and after waking up.

3. It is makrih to sleep too
much. It is also makrih to
sleep at maghrib and
between fajr and sunrise.
These are special times when
prayers are heard and
answered.




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Why is it important to
respect our elders?

2.How can we show
respect to our elders?

MY NOTES =
= 4

ACTIVITY

Take turns to explain to the
class how you would like to
be treated when you grow
old.

We show respect to our elders by speaking to them politely. Whenever they enter
the room, we should stand up and greet them with.

Once an old woman was going home carrying a bucket full of water on her
shoulder. Her manner of walking showed that she was very tired. Imam ‘Ali (A)
approached her and took the bucket from her. He carried the bucket on his own
shoulder and accompanied her to her house.

On the way, the Imam asked the woman about the state of her life. She told him
that her husband had died and she had small children. She was a poor woman and
there was no one to support her and her children.

The old woman’s story made Imam ‘Ali (A) very sad. Placing the bucket in her
house, he went home immediately and returned quickly to her house with some
food. He found her children crying with hunger.

Handing over the things he had brought to the woman, he advised her to prepare
the meal while he took care of the children. The meal was soon ready. The
children ate to their fill and were happy. They soon went to sleep.

Then Imam ‘Ali (A) also took leave and went
home. From then onwards, Imam ‘Ali (A) used
to go to the old woman’s house to inquire
about her and her children. He also provided
her with whatever she needed.

Imam al-Hasan (A) and Imam al-Husayn (A)
are sons of Imam ‘All (A). Once, when they
were children, they saw an old man
performing wudd’ the wrong way. They did
not want to sound disrespectful, so instead of
telling the old man that he was making a
mistake, they told him to observe them
performing wudi’ to see if they were doing it %
correctly. When the old man saw them [
perform wudi’, he realised his mistake.




DID YOU KNOW? ?

We can be respectful to our elders in various ways:
Although people grow old in
e We should always speak to them politely, and not make fun of them. this world, _there will_be no
e We should help them with household chores. old [people i Jomaet, Binen
. . . . Allah (SWT) sends the good
e We should listen to them attentively and follow their advice. .
) ) o doers to Jannah, He will make
e We should always give preference to them. For example, if we are sitting in a them young and healthy
room, bus or train and they enter, we should give up our seat so that they can again.

sit comfortably. Similarly, when we are attending a majlis, we should sit in the

middle of the room so that the elderly can sit against the wall. Rasdal Alléh (S) said that Imam
e We should serve them food and drink before we eat. al-Hasan (A) and Imam al-
e If we have elderly neighbours who are living alone, we should regularly visit ~Husayn (A) are the chiefs of
them and make sure they are comfortable and not lonely. the youth of paradise.

Older people have had a lot of experience in life, and we can learn a lot from MY NOTES ;\

them. At the same time, they will pray for our success if we are kind, respectful -
and helpful to them.

KEY POINTS K

1. We must respect our
elders at all times. Rasdl Allah
(S) said that respecting the
elderly is like respecting Allah

(SWT).
A
IN SUMMARY
2. The Aimmah (A) always
respected and helped the
1. Why is it necessary to respect our elders? elderly.

2. H how r r par ? .
ow can we show respect to our parents 3. We should dedicate some

3. How can we show respect to our grandparents, uncles and aunts? time to spend with the

elderly and learn from their
4. How can we show respect to the elderly in our community? many experiences.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.We must work hard to earn
our livelihood.

2.Hard work to earn a living
is one of the best forms of
worship.

3.We must rely on Allah
(SWT) for help, not depend
on others.

4.There should be a balance
between working for this
world and preparing for the
Hereafter.

MY NOTES
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In pairs, think of at least 3
actions which will benefit
you both in this world as well
as the Hereafter.

ACTIVITY

Islam does not like people who are lazy, especially those who are able to work for
themselves, but expect others to do their work or to give them money for
nothing.

People who beg from other than Allah (SWT) lose their respect. Allah (SWT) has
promised to feed everyone as long as they keep trying and work hard.
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And whoever puts his trust in Allah, He (Allah) is sufficient for him [65:3]

2&
hard

el
work
& DEERMINATION

J

Working hard and asking only from Allah (SWT) are signs
of a good Muslim. In fact, a Muslim has to work harder
than most people. This is because most people work only
for this life. However a mu’min has to work for both this
life and the next. Fortunately, with the right intention
(niyyah), one can do both at the same time. For example,
a person who goes out to work with the intention to feed
his family is also building his Hereafter and earning
thawab. Similarly, a person who eats food with the
intention of gaining strength to worship Allah (SWT) is
also rewarded for eating.

Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiqg (A) was once working hard and digging on one of his farms on
a hot and sunny day. A person passed by and saw the Imam sweating and working
away at the ground. He condemned the Imam and said:

‘O grandson of Rasiil Allah, how can you do this!

The Imam looked up from his work and asked:
‘Why, what have | done?’

The man answered:
‘You are working so hard for this world instead of worshipping your Lord! What
if you died because of the heat whilst sweating for the world!’

Imam replied that doing hard work that is halal is one of the best forms of
worship and it would be no shame if a person died whilst working to help himself
and his family. In fact he would be rewarded by Allah (SWT).



The A'immah (A) have shown through their lifestyle that Islam promotes a well-
balanced life. It does not give importance to just recitation of the Qur’an and
offering salah, but also hard work and earning a livelihood.

Rasal Allah (S) once told his companion Abl Dharr that if one wants to be
successful in this world and in the Hereafter, then never depend on others. If we
learn to practice this habit of working hard for ourselves, we will begin to see the
wisdom of Rasdl Allah (S)’s advice to Abd Dharr.

However, this does not mean that we should only work for our own benefit and
not help others. When our parents or relatives ask us to do things for them, we
should help them. That is their right and it is an honour and pleasure for us to
serve them. We should thank Allah (SWT) for the opportunity to do something for
them.

We should try avoid asking for favours from others,
but should happily help others even without them
having to ask us for help. Islam teaches us never to
beg from others but also never to turn away a
beggar who begs from us.

IN SUMMARY

1. Why is it important to work hard in this life?

2. Why does a mu’min have to work twice as hard as others?
3. What advice did Rasdl Allah (S) give to Abd Dharr?

4. Why was Imam al-Sadiq (A) working hard on the farm?

5. How does our intention change the reward we can get for just performing an
ordinary task?

DID YOU KNOW? ?
‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘ld

was a close companion

of Rasal Allah (S). He
reports the following hadith
from Rasdal Allah (S):

“One who recites sirat al-
Wagi'ah every night shall
never be poor.”

—a

MY NOTES
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KEY POINTS

!

1. Islam places a lot of
emphasis on working hard,
both for this world as well as
the Hereafter.

2. Working hard to earn a
halal income is one of the
best forms of worship.

3. We must always rely on
Allah (SWT) and not on other
people. However, when
someone asks us for help, we
should not turn them away.




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

Allah

1.Understand that
(SWT) is the most Kind.

2.Why it is important to show
kindness to others?

3.How a kind-hearted person
behaves

4.How we can show kindness
to others?

MY NOTES =)
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ACTIVITY

Write down as many
characteristics as you can
which describe a kind-

hearted person.

When we say that Allah (SWT) is the most Kind and the most Merciful, we mean
that He is the kindest and always helps everyone. Allah (SWT) has been very kind
to us, so we should also be kind to Allah (SWT)’s creation. This means that we
should always help those who are in need and forgive those who do something
wrong.

It is good to help someone who asks for help,
but it is even better to help someone who is
in need but hasn’t asked for help. If we know
someone is in difficulty, we should not wait
for them to come to us for help. Some
people may feel ashamed to ask for help, or
they may not ask for help because they don’t
want to disturb others. We should help them
in such a way that they don't feel
embarrassed. We shouldn’t make them feel
they have to return the favour. We should
never disclose their problems, and shouldn’t
unnecessarily tell anyone when we help someone.

»‘
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To be kind also means being gentle and friendly, and to care for people, animals
and the environment.

We can also show kindness by thinking of people in
need, and remembering them in our prayers. If we
are not able to help them, we should pray to Allah
(SWT) and ask Him to help them.

Kind-hearted people do not get angry easily and do
not shout when someone makes a mistake or does
something annoying. They don’t bully others.
Instead, they are always polite and speak softly.
They are loved by others.

It is not always easy to be kind, especially when someone is bad to you. If you can
be kind and gentle even to those who are mean, you will please Allah (SWT) and
be able to resolve the problem. If you are mean to someone who is mean to you,
the problem will only get worse, and neither of you will benefit.



DO YOU REMEMBER ?

Kindness always pays back. If you are kind to others, then one day when you are
in difficulty, people will remember your kindness and say, “You helped me when| An old lady used to throw

needed it, let me help you now.” Similarly, if you are mean to others, they will be  garbage at Rasal Allah (S)
mean to you. whenever he passed by her

house. One day, he was

walking along her street and

didn’t see her. He inquired

about her and her neighbours

@ said that she was ill. Rasal
2)
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M\%&\j‘/foU\ . uﬁw‘jw‘u&?@‘j A i) () WETE D P el

visit her and was kind to her.

Allah (SWT) tells us in many places in the Qur’an that He loves people who forgive
others when they do wrong, and He forgives those who forgive others:

(the pious Muslims are those who) suppress their anger, and excuse (the faults of)

the people, and Allah loves those who do good (to others). [3:134] _
MY NOTES =N
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and let them (the faithful Muslims) excuse and overlook (the fault of others). Do
you not love that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is forgiving, merciful. [24:22]

When we are kind to others, we should not force them to be kind and do good. If
we see someone doing something wrong, we should politely explain their mistake
to them.

When we help others, we should not demand that they do something in return
for us. When we try and force people to do that which we want, we are bullying
them and being unkind. Even if it is something religious, we should only remind
and recommend others to do what is right and keep away from what is wrong.

We cannot force anyone.
KEY POINTS

I

1. Allah (SWT) is the most
Kind and the most Merciful.

2. Islam teaches us to show
kindness to others, as well as
care for the animals and the
environment.

A
IN SUMMARY é 3. We should help those who
are in need even if they don’t
1. Allah (SWT) is the most Kind and the most Merciful. How has He shown kindness ask for help.
2
to us: 4. Allah (SWT) loves those
2. What should we do if we are not able to help someone in need? who are kind to others, and

forgives those who forgive
3. Why should we help people even if they don’t ask us for help? others.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. What does the Qur’an say
about lying?

2. Why is lying such a great
sin?

3. To understand that lying
opens the doors to other sins.

MY NOTES
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GROUP ACTIVITY

In small groups, discuss the
reasons why people lie.
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Only those people tell lies who do not believe in the signs of Allah, and it is they
who are the liars. [16:105]

The above verse tells us that a person who lies is not a believer.

Islam places a lot of emphasis on honesty and truthfulness. Rasil Allah (S) was
always honest. He was known as "the truthful one" (al-Sadig) even by his
enemies.

One of the qualities of Jannah is that there is no lies spoken there.
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Therein they shall hear neither vain talk nor lies. [78:35]

If we wish to be among the people of Jannah, we should neither lie nor listen to
lies. When we know someone is lying and we cannot stop them, we should simply
stand up and leave. If we tolerate liars or laugh with them, it gives them the
impression that “lying is okay” or normal. Instead we should express our
disappointment when someone lies and remind them of the evils of lying.

Islam does not allow lying even whilst joking, unless of course everyone listening
to the joke knows it is not true.

This means that we should avoid lying even if we are joking and don't really mean
it. This is because by doing this, we unknowingly form a habit of lying, such that it
becomes normal for us to lie in other situations as well. Also, by forming a habit of
lying, we lose the trust of other people, such that they might not believe us even
when we are speaking the truth.



A man once said to Rasal Allah (S) that he committed many sins but was willingto 515 vou know 9
give up one of them. Rasdil Allah (S) told him to give up lying. The man thought he =
got off easy. But the next day, as soon as he thought of committing a sin, he
realised that if Rasal Allah (S) or anyone else asks him about it, he won’t be able
to lie. This stopped him from other sins and forced him to give up other sins as
well. This is why lying is called “the key” to the door of sins. Rasil Allah (S) was asked,

A liar cannot be a
Mu’'min!

“Can a mumin be a
Lying also leads to more lies. The need to cover up one lie, leads us to lie again  coward?”

and the chain continues. He said, “Yes.”

He was asked, “Can a mu'min
be a miser?”
He said, “Yes.”

Then he was asked, “Can a
mu’'min be a liar?”
and he said, “No.”

KEY POINTS K

1. Allah (SWT) says in the
Qur’an that a person who lies
cannot be a believer.

2. Rasdl Allah (S) said that a
mu’min never lies. Rasil Allah
(S) always spoke the truth. He
was called al-Sadig (the
truthful one).

IN SUMMARY % 3. We shouldn’t listen to lies

and we should show our
disappointment when
someone is lying, so that they
understand that lying is not
okay.

1. What does the Qur'an say about lying?
2. Is it allowed to listen to lies?

3. How is lying a key to other sins?
4. Lying is a major sin and

o Lem
4. Why was Rasdal Allah (S) called al-Sadig? leads to other sins.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @
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israf. ...and eat and drink and do not be wasteful; He (Allah) does not love the
2.Understand why isrdf is not extravagant. [7:31]
allowed.
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...and do be wasteful. The wasteful are the brothers of the devils... [17:26-27]

The above verses of the Quran teach us not to be wasteful. In Arabic,
wastefulness is called isrdf. Islam teaches us that it is haram to do israf. Israf
means to waste something that other people need or can use.

MY NOTES
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e When we eat, we shouldn’t put too much food
on our plate, which we might be unable to
finish.

e When we drink water, we should not fill the
glass to the top if we are unable to drink it all.
If we do fill our glass by mistake and cannot
finish it, then we should keep the left-over
water for later or use it somewhere else, like
watering a tree or plant.

e When showering, brushing our teeth or doing A
wudid’, we should be careful not to waste ’
water by letting it run continuously. We [
should close the tap when we are not using
the water.

¢ If we have clothes, toys, furniture or anything
in the house that we don’t want but others
can use, we shouldn’t throw it away or hoard it until it is of no value. We
should give it away for free to others.

e When we leave a room, we should turn off the lights. Leaving the lights on all

" over the house is israf. During the daytime, we should open the blinds or
GROUP ACTIVITY curtains to let in natural light.

In small groups, make a list
of things you can do on a
daily basis to reduce waste



DID YOU KNOW ?

A true believer is neither wasteful nor miserly. Instead, a Mu’min is moderate in
everything: Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (A) used
to tell his companions not to

NI > PP S R S P S SN - throw away food waste (e.g.
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They (the servants of Allah) are those who are neither wasteful nor miserly Allah (SWT) does not like

when they spend, but keep to a just balance. [25:67] those who waste.

Muslims, and especially the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt
(A), should therefore set an
example in recycling and
putting food waste like peels,
bones, etc, in special bins for
organic waste that can be
converted into compost.

Before Islam, the Arabs in Makkah were very wasteful. When the rich among
them invited someone for dinner, they slaughtered several extra camels just to
show off their wealth. And whatever food was left was thrown in the garbage.
Some people do this even today. Allah (SWT) hates such wastage, which is only
done to show off to others.

People don’t just waste food, water and
money. They even waste time. Time is
our biggest asset in this world. It is worth
much more than money. At the time of
death, the dying person would be willing
to give away all his wealth, just so that he/
she could live a little bit longer. It is then
that we will truly regret all the time that
we wasted in this short life.

KEY POINTS

I

1. Israf means wasting
something that other people
need or can use.

2. We can reduce waste in
several ways, including re-
using things instead of
throwing them away,

b recycling our waste, and
IN SUMMARY é reducing consumption.
1.  What does israf mean? 3. True believers are neither

miserly not wasteful. They do

2. What does the Qur’an say about being wasteful? e e T ederEiE

3.  What are some of the ways in which we wasteful? . :
4. Our greatest asset in this

4.  How can we reduce wastage? world is our time. We should
be most careful not to do
5. “A Mu’min must live in moderation.” What does this mean? israf of our time.



LEARNING OBIJECTIVES @

1.Understand the significance
of a mosque.

2.Understand the adab of
visiting a place of worship.

3.Understand that all places
of worship must be respected
irrespective of which religion
it they represent.

MY NOTES

i

GROUP ACTIVITY

Rearrange the letters below
to spell out the names of
famous masajid:

MAALSHJAIRDAM
MAANSNJAIBDID
AALMKSUIJFIADD
DASLAAMQIJSIAD

Places of worship are very important because people go there to worship Allah
(SWT). All mosques are considered to be houses of Allah (SWT). This does not
mean that He lives there. Allah (SWT) does not have a body and does not need a
house. He is everywhere. However, a masjid is a house of Allah (SWT) because it is
where people go to pray.

When entering a masjid or a place of worship, we should enter with the right foot
and say:

o A s
In the Name of Allah, the most Kind, the most Merciful
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O Allah, enter me into Your Mercy.

%
wi

Before entering a masjid, we should make sure we are not nagjis. If we do become
najis whilst we are in the masjid, we should leave immediately and make
ourselves tahir. We should also make sure that any najasah in the masjid is
removed and that the masjid is made tahir again.

How should we behave when we go to the masjid?

We must respect all places of worship regardless of which religion they belong to,
because people go there to remember God and worship Him.

LESSON 16 - PLACES OF WORSHIP



DID YOU KNOW ?

e Place your shoes on the shoe shelf. Do not
leave them lying around where people can
trip on them.

e When you enter the masjid, find a place to
sit without blocking others. Do not sit on the
chairs or against the wall if you are able to
sit without support.

e |[f there is salah going on, perform wudid’ and
join the salah as soon as possible.

e After salah in the masjid, shake hands with those around
you.

e When there is something being recited (Qur’an, adhan,
du‘a’, majlis, etc...), pay attention and do not talk. Keep
silent.

e Wear clean clothes to the masjid.

e Keep the masjid clean. Do not litter. If you see any litter,
put it in the bin. If you spill anything, ask someone to
help you clean it up.

e Keep the washrooms clean.

e If food is served at the masjid, only take what you can
eat. Do not waste food. :

e When leaving the masjid, say “fi amanillah” to those
around you. Don’t push anyone. If you see anyone
behind you, hold the door for them.

e Enter the masjid with your right foot first and exit with
your left foot first.

The most sacred mosque is
Masjid al-Haram in Makkah.
A prayer inside this masjid
equals to 100,000 prayers
elsewhere. The next in status
is Masjid al-Nabr in Madinah.
A prayer performed in it
equals 10,000 prayers. Next
in line are Masjid al-Kifah
and Masjid al-Agsa. A single
prayer offered in these
masdjid (plural of masjid)
carry the reward of 1,000
prayers in other masajid.

KEY POINTS

1. A masjid is Allah (SWT)'s
house and deserves our
utmost respect.

2. There is a lot more thawab
praying in a masjid rather

% that praying at home.
IN SUMMARY
3. We must maintain silence
1. Why is it important to respect all places of worship? in the mosque, and keep it
2. Why is a masjid called a “House of Allah (SWT)”? clear.m. We  must  be
considerate to other people
3. How should we enter and leave a masjid? at the masjid.
. -
4. How should we behave whilst at a place of worship? 4. We should make sure we
5.  Are we allowed to enter the masjid if we are najis? are clean and tahir before

entering the masjid.






What is Tarikh?

This Chapter Consists Of:

Why Study Tarikh?

Dear Lord,

Guide us in understanding the history of Islam so that we may learn lessons from the stories of the Prophets, and
other parables in history. May this also give us a clearer direction for our future.



CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE

Long long ago, there was no earth, no sky, no sun or moon. Then Allah (SWT)
1. Who created the universe?  decided to make a beautiful world.

2. Who created man? _ ) ] )

Allah (SWT) just said, “Be!” and there was the earth and the sky, the bright sun,

3. Who were the first man o shining moon, the twinkling stars, the tall mountains and the vast oceans and

and woman on earth?

seas.
4. Who is a nabi? What is his
role?
MY NOTES %
Allah (SWT) made the earth spin on its axis, as well as orbit around the sun, so
that there would be day and night and many different seasons too.
Allah (SWT) made the clouds and caused rain to fall and grass to grow. Soon the
earth was full of lovely flowers and tall trees.
Allah (SWT) created all the animals and birds and insects.
11"
GROUP ACTIVITY

In a small group, list some of
the creations of Allah (SWT).
Can you list things beginning
with every letter of the
alphabet?
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WHO CREATED EVERYTHING?

NN
( Who made the earth? Who
+ made evervthing that is
nature? Allah created the
earth. Allah created
nature. When we look at
the world and evervthing
in it, we realize how wise
- Allah is and that He knows
evervthing!

_
1. Allah  (SWT)
1. Who created the universe?
2. What was the very first thing that Allah (SWT) created?

3. What was the purpose of creation?

4. Who created human beings?

84

LESSON 1 - QISAS AL-ANBIYA’: THE UNIVERSE

DID YOU KNOW 9

In Hadith al-Kisa’, we read
that when the Ahl al-Kisa’
(People of the Cloak)
gathered under the cloak,
Allah (SWT) told the angels
that He created everything in
the heavens and the earth
only for the love of the Ahl al-
Bayt (A).

MY NOTES

Wi

created
everything in the universe.

2. He created the planets, the
sun and moon, the sky and
the earth, mountains, oceans,
plants and animals.

TARIKH



MY NOTES

TARIKH

Wi

CREATION OF ADAM - THE FIRST MAN

After creating the universe, Allah (SWT) decided to make a human being. Out of
mud and clay, Allah (SWT) made the first man and called him Adam. Then Allah
(SWT) breathed a spirit into Adam and all of sudden Adam came to life!
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When your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed | am about to create a human being
out of clay
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So when | have proportioned him and breathed into him of My spirit, then fall
down in prostration before him.” [38: 71-72]

Why did Allah (SWT) ask the angels to do sajdah to Nabi Adam (A)?

Allah (SWT) decided that Adam was going to be the first human being and also the
first nabi. A nabi is someone whom Allah (SWT) chooses to guide other human
beings and to teach others about His religion, Islam. So Nabi Adam (A) is the
father of all human beings and also the first nabi (prophet).

Allah (SWT) gave Nabi Adam (A) the ability to see with his eyes, to smell with his
nose, to taste with his tongue, to hear with his ears and to feel with his skin. Allah
(SWT) also taught Nabi Adam (A) many things and gave him a lot of knowledge.

Then Allah (SWT) created the first woman and called her Hawwa. Allah (SWT)
wanted Nabi Adam (A) and Sayyidah Hawwa to live together as the first family in
the world.

So Allgh (SWT) put g
Nabi Adam (A) and [
Sayyidah Hawwa in a
beautiful garden, told
them to live there
happily and eat from
whatever they liked.
The only exception
was one tree in the
garden from which
they were not allowed \
to eat any fruits.

All the human beings you see in the world today, of different colours and speaking
different languages, are the children of Nabi Adam (A) and Sayyidah Hawwa.
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NABI ADAM IS THE FIRST PROPHET

When Allah (SWT) wanted to create Nabi Adam (A), He told the angels:
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In this verse, Allah (SWT) tells the angels that He is going to create His

representative and place him on the earth.

When the angels hear this, they surprisingly asked:
“How can you put someone there (on earth) who will cause damage and
bloodshed, when we celebrate Your praise and proclaim Your holiness?”

Allah (SWT) responds saying:
“l know things you do not.” [2:30]

This verse tells us that Nabi Adam (A) was created to be Allah (SWT)’s
representative on earth. His role was to tell people about Allah (SWT), and to
show them the right path.

All prophets after Nabr Adam (A) had the same mission.

[N
IN SUMMARY
1. Who created human beings?
2. Who were the first man and woman to be created?

3. Why did Iblis refuse to do sajdah to Nabi Adam (A)?

4, Who is a nabi? What is his role?

86 LESSON 2 - QISAS AL-ANBIYA’: CREATION OF ADAM (A)

9

DID YOU KNOW

When Allah (SWT) created
Nabi Adam (A), he asked the
angels to do sajdah to him.
All the angels did sajdah to
Nabi Adam (A), except Iblis.
He was arrogant. He thought
he was better than Nabi
Adam because he was made
from fire whereas Nabi Adam
(A) was made from clay.

Allah (SWT) does not like

pride and arrogance. He
threw Iblis out of Paradise.

KEY POINTS

!

1. Nabi Adam (A) was the first
man to be created by Allah
(SWT), and Sayyidah Hawwa
was the first woman.

2. Nabi Adam (A) was created
from clay.

3. When Allah  (SWT)
breathed His spirit into Adam
(A), He told the angels to do
sajdah to him. All the angels
did this, except Iblis.

4. Nabi Adam (A) was the first
prophet.

TARIKH




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. Who were Habil and Qabil?
2. Why did Qabil kill Habil?

MY NOTES

Ji

ACTIVITY

Recite verse (5:28) of the
Qur'an and read its
translation. What lessons
can we learn from this
verse?

TARIKH

SONS OF NABT ADAM (A) - HABIL AND QABIL

Allah (SWT) blessed Nabi Adam (A) and Sayyidah Hawwa with two sons: Habil and
Qabil.

One day, Nabi Adam (A) told both his sons to make an offering in the name of
Allah (SWT). Qabil was a farmer, so he took some crops as an offering from him.
Habi1l was a shepherd and took a sheep as a sacrifice. They went to the top of the
mountain and kept their offerings there. Qabil was a miser and did not really love
to give anything to others or to please Allah (SWT), so he took some bad crops
instead of taking his best crops. Habil loved Allah (SWT). He took his best sheep as

an offering. He loved to give to others and to share what he had. Allah (SWT)
accepted Habil’s offering and rejected Qabil’s offering. He says in the Qur‘an:
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Relate to them truly the account of Adam’s two sons. When the two of them

offered an offering, it was accepted from one of them and not accepted from the
other [5:27]

This made Qabil very angry and jealous of his brother Habil. Habil tried to explain
to his brother that if he becomes better and loves Allah (SWT), then Allah (SWT)

will accept from him as well. However, Qabil did not want to accept that he was
wrong.

QABIL KILLS HABIL

Qabil was very angry and jealous of his brother Habil whose offering had been
accepted by Allah (SWT). He told Habil that he was going to kill him. Habil said to
his brother:
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Even if you extend your hand toward me to kill me, | will not extend my hand

toward you to kill you.

Indeed | fear Allah, the Lord of all the worlds. [5:28]

Habil explained to his brother that Allah (SWT) was watching all of their actions. If
he did something evil, Allah (SWT) would punish him in hell. However, Qabi1l was
not prepared to listen and killed his brother.

After killing Habil, Qabil was very scared and did not know what to do. Instead of
telling his father what he had done and asking Allah (SWT) to forgive him, he
decided to hide his brother’s dead
body, but he didn’t know how to hide

it.

Allah (SWT) then sent a crow to show
Qabil how to bury his brother. The crow
dug a hole in the ground and buried

something, giving Qabil
burying his brother in the
was ashamed of himself.
the Qur’an as follows:
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exploring in the ground, to show him how to bury the
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body of his brother. He said, ‘Woe to me! Am | unable to be [even] like this crow
and bury my brother’s corpse?’ Thus he became regretful. [5:31]

IN SUMMARY

=

1. Why did Allah (SWT) accept Habil’s offering but didn’t accept Qabil’s offering?

2. Why did Qabil kill Habil?

3. What did Habil say when Qabil told him he was going to kill him?

4. How did Allah (SWT) teach Qabil to bury his brother?

88
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MY NOTES

9

DID YOU KNOW

After the death of Habil, Allah
(SWT) blessed Nabi Adam (A)
with another son called Shith
(A). Allah (SWT) appointed
him as a Prophet after Nabi
Adam (A).

Wi

KEY POINTS

1. Habil and Qabil were the
sons of Nabi Adam (A) and
Sayyidah Hawwa.

2. Nabi Adam (A) told his sons
to make an offering to Allah
(SWT). Habil was a shepherd
and offered his best sheep.
Qabil was a farmer. He
offered some crops which
were not very good.

3. Allah (SWT) accepted
Habil’s sacrifice but rejected
Qabil’s offering.

4. Qabil killed his brother
Habil. Allah (SWT) sent a
crow to show him how to
bury his brother.

TARIKH



LEARNING OBIJECTIVES @

1. Who was Nabi Nuh (A)?

2. What was his mission?

3. What can we learn from his
story?

MY NOTES

Wi

ACTIVITY

Do you remember the 5 U/’
-‘Azm prophets? Write down
their names in order, from
the first to the last.

TARIKH

NABI NUH (A)

Many years after Nabi Adam (A), most of the people in the world stopped
worshiping Allah (SWT) and had become corrupt human beings. So Allah (SWT)
sent another nabri to guide them who was called Nah.

Nabi Nih (A) began telling everyone to worship Allah (SWT) only and not to bow
before idols, but most of the people would not listen to him. They just laughed at
Nabi NUh (A) and made fun of him. When he would talk to them, they would put
their fingers in their ears or shout and make noise. They would even throw things
at Nabi Nih (A) to try and hurt him.

After many years, when still no one would listen to him, Allah (SWT) ordered Nabi
NGh (A) to build an ark. When the ark was ready, Nabi Nuh (A) told everyone to
get in because it was going to rain a lot and anyone who did not get in would
drown as a punishment from Allah (SWT). The evil people laughed at Nabi Nuh (A)
even more and refused to enter the ark. And so Nabi Nih (A) went in with his few
followers and the animals and shut the doors.

His - ——
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Soon it began to rain heavily and everything around began to drown. There was 5,5 vou know 9
lightning and thunder everywhere. Even those on the Ark were frightened as the —

Ark rocked from side to side and moved in the middle of huge waves that rose  pn ark is called a “safinah” in

like mountains and fell crashing down. Nabi Nih (A) and his followers kept Arabic.

praying to Allah (SWT) for His protection and mercy all the while.
Nabi Muhammad (S) said:

One of the sons of Nabi Nih (A) did not believe in Alldh. Nabi Nah (A) told him to MY family, the Ahl al-Bayt, is
like the Ark of NGh. Whoever

joins it will be safe. And
drown.” Just then a huge wave came and he drowned. whoever refuses to go with it,
will drown.”

come into the Ark, but he said, “l will climb the tallest mountain and | won’t

When the rain stopped, the ark came to a rest at the top of Mount Jadi. Then
Nabi NUh (A) let all the animals out and he and his followers began a new life on
the earth and they all worshipped Allah (SWT) and lived happily together again.

Nabi Nih (A) prayed to Allah (SWT):
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My Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and whoever enters my house in faith, and

the faithful men and women, and do not increase the wrongdoers in anything
except ruin. [70:28] KEY POINTS K

1. Nabi Nuh (A) was one of
the 5 4ld’l-‘azm prophets.

2. He was sent to guide
people many years after Nabi
Adam (A), as they had
forgotten  Allah  (SWT)’s
message.

3. Only a few people listened

to him.
A 4 Allzh i
IN SUMMARY . Allah (SWT) asked him to
build an ark and put all the

good people in it. Allah then
sent a flood and the

2. Who did he take on the ark? disbelievers drowned.

1. Why did Nabi Nih (A) build an ark?

3. What happened to those who did not enter the ark because they did not believe 5 ngb7 Nah (A)'s son did not

in Allah (SWT)? believe in Allah and was
drowned as well.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Nabr Ibrahim (A)'s
conversation with his uncle.

2. Nabi Ibrahim (A) explains
the existence of Allah (SWT).

3. He destroys the idols and is

thrown into the fire by
Namrad.
MY NOTE =
ores =
"N
ACTIVITY
In Ziyarat Warith, Nabi

Ibrahim (A) is referred to as
Khalilullgh. Can you list the
titles of the other 4 Ulia’l-
‘Azm Anbiya’ mentioned in
this ziyarah?

TARIKH

NABI IBRAHIM (A)

Many years after the flood of Nabi Nuh (A), people forgot the message of Islam
and began worshipping idols again. Allah (SWT) sent Nabi Ibrahim (A) to guide
them. Nabr Ibrahim (A) never worshipped any idol and always told the people not
to worship anything or anyone except Allah (SWT).

Nabi lbrahim (A) was kind-hearted and polite, and loved Allah (SWT) very much.
He was also generous and loved to bring guests to his home. Allah (SWT) was so
pleased with him that He made him His friend. Nabi Ibrahim (A) is called Khalil
Allah, which means “The Friend of Allah”.

Nabi Ibrahim (A) grew up under the care of his uncle Azar, who used to worship
idols. Nabi Ibrahim (A) explained to him that it was wrong to worship idols.

When Ibrahim said to his father Azar, “Do you take idols for gods? Indeed | see you
and your people in clear error.” [6:74]

One day when all the people had gone
out of the town to celebrate a festival,
Nabi Ibrahim (A) went to the temple
where they kept all the idols. He broke
all of them except the biggest one and
tied his axe around its neck.

When the people came back, they were shocked to see their idols broken into
pieces. “Who broke our gods?” they cried angrily. “It must be Ibrdhim!” said one
of them, “He is always speaking against our gods!”

“Bring him here so we can question him!” demanded the temple priest. The
people went to Nabi Ibrahim (A) and brought him to the temple. “Did you do this
Ibrahim?” they demanded. Nabi lbrahim (A) pointed to the biggest idol with the
axe around its neck and said, “Ask this one. He has the axe!”

The people knew that the idols could not speak, so they said, “You know the idols
cannot speak or defend themselves.” Nabi lbrahim (A) said, “Why do you pray to

something made of stone and something that is so powerless and weak?”

The people did not have an answer, but they were very angry with Nabi Ilbrahim
(A). They went to their King Namrtd and asked him to punish Nabr Ibrahim (A).
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NAMRUD THROWS NABI IBRAHIM (A) INTO THE FIRE

Namrid decided to throw Nabi Ibrahim (A) into a huge fire. He asked everyone to
collect lots of wood for the fire. When the wood had been piled high, they lit it
and it became a huge fire. They began to
shout, “Burn lbrahim! Kill him! So that
our idol gods will be happy with us
again!”

Nabi Ibrahim (A) tried to tell them to
believe in Allah (SWT) and to worship Him
alone, but the people refused to listen to
him. They wanted to throw him into the
fire, but it was so hot that they could not
go near it. Therefore, they made a large catapult to throw him into the fire.

Nabri Ibrahim (A) was not afraid of the fire. He knew Allah (SWT) was with him all
the time and would protect him. When the people threw him into the fire, Allah
(SWT) commanded:
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We said, ‘O fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrahim!’ [21:69]

Then a miracle happened. Instead of
burning Nabi Ibrahim (A), the fire became
cool and safe for him, and he came out
without any harm. The people were
amazed to see this and knew Nabi Ibrahim
(A) was right and they were wrong.

Namrid then forced Nabi lbrahim (A) to %8
leave his country and never come back.
Nabi lbrahim (A) left with his family
including his wife Sarah and his cousin Nabi
Lat (A). They went to the land of Palestine.

A
IN SUMMARY

1. Why was Nabi Ibrahim (A) called Khalilullah? What does it mean?
2. Why were the people angry with Nabi lbrahim (A)?
3. What did Nabri Ibrahim (A) reply when they asked him who had destroyed the idols?

4. What miracle took place when Nabrt Ibrahim was thrown into the fire?
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DID YOU KNOW

Nabi Ibrahim (A) had 2 sons:
Nabi IsmafTl (A) and Nabr
Ishag (A). Rasal Allah (S) is
from the progeny of Nabi
Isma‘tl (A).

=
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KEY POINTS

1. Nabi lbrahim (A) was sent
by Allah (SWT) many years
after Nabi Nih (A) to guide
the people to the right path.

2. He was kind, polite and
generous. He loved Allah
(SWT) very much and was
called Khalil Allah, which
means “The Friend of Allah”.

3. He taught his people to
stop worshipping idols and
worship Allah (SWT), but they
did not listen to him. He
broke their idols to show
them that the idols could not
protect anyone.

4 King Namrad threw him

into a huge fire but Allah
(SWT) protected him.

TARIKH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. A brief history of Arabia

from the time
Ibrahim (A).

2. An understanding of the
period of Jahiliyyah.

3. Who are the Quraysh?

4. Who are the Bant Hashim?

MY NOTES

i

Write down 5 things that the
Arabs did during the period
of Jahiliyyah.

ACTIVITY

TARIKH

of Nabi

ARABIA BEFORE ISLAM

Arabia is a large country whose area is three million square kilometres. From
olden times this land was divided into 3 regions: Hijaz, the Arabian Desert and
Yemen.

The largest city in Hijaz was Makkah and its history starts from the time when
Nabr Ibrahim (A) left his wife Hajar and son Nabi Isma‘l (A) there on the command
of Allah (SWT) and later returned to built the Ka'bah with the help of his son, Nabi
Isma‘Tl (A). Nabi Isma‘ll (A) had settled in Makkah. From his descendants there
were many Arab tribes. The most famous was the Quraysh tribe.
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Before Islam, Arabia was in a period of Jahiliyyah. The Arabs worshipped idols and
fought for petty reasons. Often their wars would go on for generations. They did
not have law and order. Stronger tribes would rob and kill the weaker ones.

All the idols they worshipped were kept in and around the Ka'bah and people
would come from far and wide just to worship these stone idols.

Women were treated very badly. And often when a daughter was born, the father
would be ashamed of her and he would dig a hole and bury her alive.

LESSON 6 - PLACES OF INTEREST: ARABIA BEFORE ISLAM 93



THE PERIOD OF JAHILIYYAH

In sdrat al-Nahl, Allah (SWT) describes the feelings of the Arabs when a daughter

was born to them:
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When he gets the news that a baby girl is born, his face becomes dark and he
chokes with suppressed agony. He hides from the people out of distress at this
news: shall he keep his daughter in humiliation, or bury it in the ground! Look! Evil
is the judgement that they make. [16:58-59]

Many Arabs before Islam were very superstitious. Sometimes they would enter
their homes from behind or from the windows just to drive bad spirits away.
When a person died, they would keep a camel near his grave and cut the camels
legs until it died as well. They believed the person who died would ride the camel
in the next world. When they entered a village, they would bray like a donkey 10
times to chase away evil spirits. Some of them did tawaf of the Ka‘bah completely
naked. When a man died, his son would marry all his wives (who were his mother
and stepmothers). In other words they lived like animals.

This came to be known as
Ignorance”.

the period of Jahiliyyah, which means “The Age of

There was one Quraysh family that was different. They were known as Bana
Hashim. The Holy Prophet (S) and Imam ‘Ali (A) came from this tribe. They were
known to be generous, brave, wise and kind-hearted. They never cheated anyone
and they never worshipped any idol. They worshipped Allah only.

=

IN SUMMARY

1. What is the name of the main tribe of Arabs who lived in Arabia at the time of the
Holy Prophet (S)?

2. What does Jahiliyyah mean?

3. How did the Arabs behave in the Age of Jahiliyyah?
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Who are the Bana Hashim?
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DID YOU KNOW

During the period of

Jahiliyyah, the Arabs also had

some good qualities:

e They never broke a
promise

e They had great skill in
horsemanship and archery.

e They were brave

e They were very good in the
art of poetry and had sharp
memories that enabled
them to remember long
verses and speeches by
heart.

KEY POINTS

!

1. In pre-Islamic times, Arabia
was divided into three
regions: Hijaz, Yemen and the
Arabian Desert.

2. Makkah was the main city.
It’s history dates back to the
time when Nabi Ibrahim (A)
took his baby son, Isma‘l (A),
there.

3. Before Islam, Arabia was in
a period of Jahiliyyah (The
Age of Ignorance).

4. The Holy Prophet (S)’s
family is also part of Quraysh.
They are known as Bani
Hashim.

TARIKH




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. When and where was the
Holy Prophet (S) born?

2. Who are his parents?

3. What was his early life
like?

4. Why is he known as al-
Sadig and al-Amin?

MY NOTES

Wl

Write down the meanings of
the following words:

Rasal Allah;

‘Am al-Fil;

al-Sadig and al-Amin

ACTIVITY

TARIKH

THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF THE HOLY PROPHET (S)

The Holy Prophet, our beloved Rasdl Allah (S), is the final messenger of Allah
(SWT). He was born in Makkah on the 17™ Rabi* al-Awwal in “The Year of the
Elephant” (‘Am al-Fil) 570 CE. His father is ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib and his
mother is Sayyidah Aminah b. Wahab.

The Holy Prophet (S)’s father died before he was born, so he was born an orphan.
His grandfather ‘Abd al-Muttalib, who was the leader of Makkah, took care of him
and loved him very much. In Makkah, when children were born, they used to have
a nanny who would take them to the desert and look after them for two years.
The people who live in the desert are called Bedouins. The Bedouins always
wanted to look after rich children so they could get gifts and rewards from the
children’s family. They never wanted to look after orphans who were poor and
had no father to pay for them.

A Bedouin woman named Halimah came to Makkah looking for a child to take
care of. As soon as Halimah saw Rasal Allah (S), she fell in love with the baby
orphan and decided she would look after him. Halimah was very happy to have
him with her in the desert. After two years, she was sad because it was now time
for him to return to his mother in Makkah. She asked his grandfather, ‘Abd al-
Muttalib, if he can stay with her longer. ‘Abd al-Muttalib agreed and Halimah
became very happy.
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ABU TALIB (A) ALWAYS SUPPORTED RASUL ALLAH (S)

One day, when Rasal Allah (S) was a young boy, Halimah put new clothes on him
and tied a special amulet around his neck. “What is this?” asked Rasdl Allah (S).
“This is to protect you from evil” said Halimah. But Rasdl Allah (S) knew the
amulet had the names of idols in it, so he took it out and refused to wear it. “/ am
already protected by Allah” he said to his nanny Halimah.

When the Holy Prophet (S) was 6 years old, his mother died too. His grandfather
continued to look after him, and he could see that his grandson was very special
and had a bright light shining from his face all the time.

After two years, when he was eight years old, his grandfather also left this world.
Before he died, ‘Abd al-Muttalib asked one of his sons, Aba Talib (the father of
Imam ‘AlT (A)) to look after him. In this way, Rasal Allah (S) moved to the house of
Ab Talib and began living with him. Aba Talib and his wife, Sayyidah Fatimah b.
Asad, were poor but they loved the Holy Prophet (S) more than even their own
children. Sometimes when there was very little food in the house, they would
feed the Holy Prophet (S) first and then their own children. In this way, Rasal
Allah (S) never felt like he was an orphan.

When the Holy Prophet (S) grew up to be a young man, even though the people
of Makkah worshipped idols and did many bad things, they knew he was
different. They used to call him “al-Sadig” which means “The truthful one” and “al
-Amin” meaning “The trustworthy”. This is because he never told a lie and
everyone always trusted him.

Rasdal Allah (S) always
protected the weak and
loved to help the poor and
he never worshipped idols
like others.

IN SUMMARY

1. When was Rasdl Allah (S) born? Where was he born?
2. Who are his parents?

3. Who was his nanny when he was a baby?

4. Why was he known as al-Sadiq and al-Amin?

5. How was Rasil Allah (S) related to Aba Talib?
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DID YOU KNOW

The year that Rasal Allah (S)
was born is known as ‘Am al-
Fil. This is the year when
Abrahah wanted to attack the
Ka‘bah. He came to Makkah
with his army on elephants.
Allah (SWT) sent a flock of
birds with pebbles in their
beaks and claws. They threw
these pebbles on Abrahah
and his army. All his men and
elephants were killed and the
Ka‘bah remained safe.

KEY POINTS

1. Rasul Allah (S) was born on
the 17" Rabi* al-Awwal in
“The Year of the Elephant”.

2. He was born an orphan
because his father died
before his birth.

3. He grew up in the desert
with his nanny Halimah.

4, Abu Talib raised Rasal
Allagh (S) and loved him more
than his own children.

5. He was called al-Sadig and
al-Amin because he was
always truthful and
trustworthy.

TARIKH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1. What does “ma‘sim”
mean?

2. Who are the Ma'simin
(A)?

3. Learn the names of the 14
Ma'samin (A).

MY NOTES

i

ACTIVITY

You will notice that we write
(A) after the names of any of
the A’immah and Anbiya’.
What does it stand for?
What does the (S) stand for
after the name of Rasal
Allah?

TARIKH

WHO ARE THE MA SUMIN (A)?

The 12 A’'immah (A) and Sayyidah Fatimah al-Zahrah (A) are the family of Rasdl
Allah (S). They are called the Ahl al-Bayt of Rasul Allah (S).

The 14 Ma‘siimin (A) are:
eProphet Muhammad (S)
eSayyidah Fatimah al-Zahrah (A)
eThe 12 A’immah (A)

The word Ma'simin is the plural of the Arabic word ma‘sim. A ma‘sim is
someone who does not commit any sins.

Allah (SWT) refers to the family of Rasal Allah (S) as Ahl al-Bayt in the

Qur’an: ‘@’
.’I
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Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, Oh People of the Household,
and purify you with a thorough purification. [33:33]

This verse is known as Ayat al-Tathir because it teaches us that Allah (SWT) has
purified the Ma‘siimin (A), so they are pure and sinless.

Rasil Allah (S) is the last and the best of Allah (SWT)’s Prophets. When he was
returning from his farewell Hajj, Allah (SWT) asked him to appoint Imam ‘Ali (A) to
become the leader of the Muslims after his death.

Imam ‘Ali (A) is our first Imam, and Imam al-Mahd1 (A) is our 12th and last Imam.
He is still alive and in ghaybah. He will reappear when Allah (SWT) commands him
to do so.

Whenever we say or hear the name of Imam al-Mahd1, we should say:
‘Ajjal Allah farajahu
May Allah (SWT) hasten his re-appearance

Whenever we hear his name, we should stand up and put our hand on our head
to show respect for him.
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1) Nabi Muhammad (S)
Title: al-Mustafa
Birth: 17" Rabi* al-Awwal, Makkah
Death: 28" Safar 11AH, Madinah, aged 63
Prophethood: 23 years
Mother: Aminah b. Wahab

3) Imam ‘Al (A)
Title: al-Murtada
Birth: 13" Rajab, Makkah (23 yrs before
Hijrah)
Death: 21° Ramadan 40AH, Kafah, aged 63
Imamate: 29 years
Mother: Sayyidah Fatimah b. Asad

5) Imam al-Husayn b. ‘Al (A)
Title: Sayyid al-Shuhada’
Birth: 3" Sha'ban 4AH
Death: 10" Muharram 61AH, aged 57
Imamate: 11 years
Mother: Sayyidah Fatimah (A)

7) Imam Muhammad b. ‘Al (A)
Title: al-Bagqir
Birth: 1° Rajab 57AH
Death: 7" Dhia’l-Hijjah 114AH, aged 57
Imamate: 19 years
Mother: Fatimah b. al-Hasan

9) Imam Miisa b. Ja‘far (A)
Title: al-Kazim
Birth: 7™ Safar 128AH
Death: 25" Rajab 183AH, aged 55
Imamate: 35 years
Mother: Hamidah al-Barbariyyah

11) Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali (A)
Title: al-Tagi
Birth: 10" Rajab 195AH
Death: 29" Dhi’l-Qa‘adah 220AH, aged 25
Imamate: 72 years
Mother: Sabikah (or Khayzliran)

13) Imam Hasan b. ‘Al (A)
Title: al-Askari
Birth: 10" Rabi" al-ThanT 232AH
Death: 8" Rabi* al-Awwal 260AH, aged 28
Imamate: 6 years
Mother: Hadtthah (or Sawsan)
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2) Sayyidah Fatimah (A)
Title: al-Zahra®
Birth: 20" Jumada al-Akhirah, Makkah,
(5" yr after Ba‘thah)
Death: 3" Jumada al-Akhirah, Madinah,
aged 18
Mother: Sayyidah Khadijah b. Khuwaylid

4) Imam al-Hasan b. ‘Ali (A)
Title: al-Mujtaba
Birth: 15" Ramadan 3AH
Death: 7" Safar 50AH, aged 46
Imamate: 10 years
Mother: Sayyidah Fatimah (A)

6) Imam ‘Al b. al-Husayn (A)
Title: Zayn al-‘Abidin
Birth: 5™ Sha‘bdn 36AH
Death: 25" Muharram 95AH, aged 58
Imamate: 34 years
Mother: Shahr Bana

8) Imam Ja‘far b. Muhammad (A)
Title: al-Sadig
Birth: 17 Rabi” al-Awwal 83AH
Death: 25" Shawwal 148AH, aged 65
Imamate: 34 years
Mother: Umm Farwah

10) Imam ‘Al b. Misa (A)
Title: al-Rida
Birth: 11" Dha’l-Qa‘adah 148AH
Death: 29" Safar 203AH, aged 55
Imamate: 20 years
Mother: Umm al-Banin Najmah

12) Imam ‘Ali b. Muhammad (A)
Title: al-Nagr
Birth: 15" Dhii’l-Hijjah 212AH
Death: 3™ Rajab 254AH, aged 42
Imamate: 34 years
Mother: Sumanah

14) Imam Muhammad b. al-Hasan (A)
Title: a/l-Mahdr
Birth: 15" Sha‘ban 255AH
Mother: Narjis
Minor Occultation: 8" Rabi* al-Awwal
260AH
Major Occultation: 10" Shawwal 329AH

LESSON 8 - THE MA ‘SUMIN (A)

DID YOU KNOW ?

Allah (SWT) created the ndr
(light) of Rasdl Allah (S) and
Imam °‘All (A) before creating
everything else. This ndr was
passed down from Imam ‘Al
(A) and Sayyidah Fatimah (A)
to the other 11 A’immah (A).

MY NOTES

i

TARIKH



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Who are the ancestors of
Rasal Allah (S)?

2. Why is the family of Rasal
Allah (S) known as Bani
Hashim?

3.Who are the Bani
‘Umayyah?

MY NOTES

Wi

TARIKH

ANCESTORS OF RASUL ALLAH (S)

Rasdl Allah (S)’s ancestors can be traced back to Nabi Ibrahim (A). They followed
the religion (din) of Nabi Ibrahim (A) and never worshipped idols.

Ancestor Nabri Ibrahim (A)
\
Ancestor Nabi Isma‘l (A)
\4

Great-grandfather Hashim

4
Grandfather ‘Abd al-Muttalib

!

Uncle Father Mother
Abu Talib ‘Abd Allah Aminah bint Wahab

Wife

Sayyidah Khadijah '[ RASUL ALLAH )

\ 4

Cousin & Son-in-Law Daughter
Imam °‘Alr (A) Sayyidah Fatimah (A)
Grandson Grandson
Imam al-Hasan (A) Imam al-Husayn (A)

}

Great-grandchildren
The remaining 9 A’'immah (A)
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HASHIM

Hashim was the father of ‘Abd al-Muttalib, who was the father of ‘Abd Allah, the
father of the Holy Prophet (S). So Hashim was the great-grandfather of Holy
Prophet (S). He was a very wise and generous man. Once there was a great
famine in Arabia.

Hashim could not bear to see his people starving, so he used all his wealth to feed
them by sacrificing his camels and purchasing flour for bread. He did this until the
famine was over.

Hashim also made sure that thieves would not attack the people who travelled to
and from Makkah for trade. He convinced the thieves that if they stop attacking
people on the road, they could also buy the goods at a reasonable price. And so
people used to bring things to sell in Makkah and take things from Makkah to sell
in their own countries such as Syria, Yemen, Ethiopia and Iran.

Soon the tribe of Quraysh in Makkah became rich and powerful. Makkah itself
became a centre of trade.

Hashim was also the leader of the Quraysh tribe and of the city of Makkah. He
had inherited this from his father ‘Abd Manaf and his grandfather Qusayy.

Qusayy was a wise man. He was the leader of Makkah in his time, and in charge of
the keys to the Ka‘bah. He used to feed the pilgrims, give them water, and was
the commander of the Quraysh during war.
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9

DID YOU KNOW

In the time of ‘Abd al-

Muttalib (Rasal  Allah’s
grandfather), people only
knew that a well named

Zamzam had existed in the
past, but nobody knew where
it was anymore.

One day, ‘Abd al-Muttalib
saw in his dream where the
well was located. After four
days of digging at that
location, they found the well.

KEY POINTS

!

1. Rasal Allah (S) was from
the tribe of Quraysh.

2. He was a descendant of
Nabrt Ibrahim (A).

3. His father was ‘Abd Allah,
son of ‘Abd al-Muttalib, son
of Hashim. Rasdal Allah (S) was
therefore the great grandson
of Hashim. This is why his
family is known as the Bani
Hashim.

4. Rasal Allah (S) direct

ancestors never worshipped
idols.

TARIKH




MY NOTES

TARIKH

Wi

BANU HASHIM AND BANU UMAYYAH

Hashim had a twin brother named ‘Abd al-
Shams. He had a son called ‘Umayyah, who
was very jealous of his uncle Hashim.|
‘Umayyah tried hard to make people like him |
by giving them gifts. However, Hashim
continued to attract the hearts of the people
by his kindness and good actions.

Finally, ‘Umayyah openly challenged his uncle
for the leadership of the Quraysh. He wanted |
them both to go to a wise man and let him|
decide between them.

Hashim agreed on two conditions. He said that
the loser should sacrifice 100 camels to feed
the pilgrims in the Hajj season, and also leave Makkah for 10 years. ‘Umayyah
agreed to these conditions.

When the wise man saw and heard the two men, he immediately said that Hashim
was more fit to rule, and so ‘Umayyah was forced to leave Makkah. He spent 10
years in Syria.

Ever since that day, the Bani ‘Umayyah (the children of ‘Umayyah) became the
enemies of the Banu Hashim.

Abi Sufyan, Mu‘awiyah and Yazid are all descendants of ‘Umayyah and therefore,
are part of Banu ‘Umayyah.

Rasal Allah (S), Imam ‘Alt (A) and all of the Ahl al-Bayt (A) are descendants of
Hashim and therefore belong to the Bant Hashim.

SONS OF ‘ABD AL-MUTTALIB

‘Abd al-Muttalib had 10 sons. The most famous among them are:

‘Abd Allah - The father of the Holy Prophet (S)

Abi Talib - The father of Imam “AlT (A) and guardian of Holy Prophet (S)
Hamzah - Uncle of Holy Prophet (S)

‘Abbas - Uncle of Holy Prophet (S)

Abii Lahab - He was an enemy of Islam
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Hamzah and ‘Abbas supported the Holy Prophet (S). Hamzah was killed in the
Battle of Uhud while defending Islam.
Abl Lahab hated the Holy Prophet (S) and tried to harm him. Allah (SWT) has
cursed Abil Lahab and his evil wife in the Qur'an in sdrat al-Lahab (sdrah no. 111):

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
] RO P Ok
Perish the hands of Abu La;rab, b; ruined! May he be ruined too!
Gy di ke ik
Neither his wealth availed him, nor what he had earned.
b Lib i L
Soon /he will enter the blazing fire,
b WG i
and his wife [too], the firewood carrier,
s Gy = e 3
with a rope of palm fibre around her neck. [111:1-5]

IN SUMMARY

1. What is the name of Rasdl Allah (S) family?
2. Who are Rasdl Allah (S)’s father, grandfather and great grandfather?
3. Who was Hashim?

4. How are the Bani ‘Umayyah related to the Bani Hashim?
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DID YOU KNOW 9

‘Abd al-Muttalib was Rasal
Allah (S)’s grandfather. He
lived up to the age of 82.

He was known as Sayyid al-

Batha’, which means “the
Chief of Makkah”.

MY NOTES

Wi

KEY POINTS

!

1. Rasal Allah (S)’'s family are
the descendants of Hashim,
and are called Band Hashim.

2. Hashim had a twin brother
called ‘Abd al-Shams, who
had a son called ‘Umayyah.

3. The Banli ‘Umayyah (the
Family of ‘Umayyah), such as
Mu‘awiyah and Yazid were
enemies of the Bani Hashim.

4. Rasal Allah (S) had many
uncles, some of whom
supported him (e.g. Aba Talib
and Hamzah), and others
who opposed him (e.g. Abi
Lahab).

TARIKH



1. What is Am al-Fil?

2. Who was Abrahah? Why
did be want to destroy the
Ka‘'bah.

3. How was the Ka‘bah saved
from destruction?

4, Sgrat al-Fil describes this
story in the Qur’an.

ACTIVITY

Recite sdrat al-Fil in turns.
What number is it in the
Qur'an? How many verses
does it have? Where was it
revealed? What do the
verses mean?

TARIKH

AM AL-FIL

During the time of ‘Abd al-Muttalib, the king of Yemen marched with his army
towards Makkah to destroy the Ka‘bah. He was very jealous of the Ka‘bah and
wanted to build a big temple in Yemen so that people would go to Yemen for Hajj
instead of Makkah.

The King of Yemen was called Abrahah. He had many elephants, so he took all his
army and his elephants, and marched to Makkah.

When King Abrahah and his army reached Makkah, he took away many camels
that belonged to ‘Abd al-Muttalib. ‘Abd al-Muttalib went to meet him and told the
King to return his camels.

Abrahah was very surprised and said:
“l have come to destroy the Ka'bah. You are the Chief of Makkah, and you are
worried about your camels?”

‘Abd al-Muttalib was a wise man. He replied:
“The camels belong to me. So | have to protect them. The Ka'bah too has an
owner (Allah (SWT)). He will protect it.”

Abrahah laughed at ‘Abd al-Muttalib and gave him his camels back. Then he
ordered his army to go into Makkah with their elephants and destroy the Ka‘bah.
‘Abd al-Muttalib prayed to Allah (SWT) to save the Ka‘bah.
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The Arabs of Makkah had never seen elephants. They were scared to see a whole
army of them. However, Allah (SWT) sent a huge flock of small birds with stones
in their beaks and feet. The birds began throwing the stones on the elephants and
on the army, and soon the whole army was destroyed. King Abrahah tried to run
away, but he also died on the way back to Yemen. The Ka‘bah was saved.

From that time onwards, everyone called that year, “The Year of the
Elephant” (Am al-Fil). ‘Abd al-Muttalib thanked Allah (SWT) for saving the Ka‘bah
and Makkah from the evil King Abrahah.

1. Why was Abrahah jealous of the Ka‘bah?

2. What animals did he bring to destroy the Ka‘bah?
3. What did ‘Abd al-Muttalib say to Abrahab when he went to get his camels?
4. How did Allah (SWT) save the Ka‘bah?

5. Which famous personality was born that year?
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DID YOU KNOW 9

The story of the elephant has
been mentioned in the
Qur’an in sdrat al-Fil.

The Holy Prophet (S) was
born in Am al-Fil.

MY NOTES

Wi

KEY POINTS

I

1. Abrahah was the king of
Yemen. He was jealous of the
Ka‘bah and wanted to
destroy it so that no one
would go to Makkah for
pilgrimage.

2. He brought a large army of
elephants to destroy the
Ka‘bah.

3. Allah (SWT) sent a flock of
birds with stones in their
beaks and claws. They threw
the stones on Abrahah’s
army, killing everyone.

TARIKH




LEARNING OBJECTIVES @

1.Why is it important to know
the Imam of our time?

2.Who is Imam al-Mahdr (A)?

3.What does ghaybah mean?

MY NOTES

i

ACTIVITY

Write a letter to Imam al-
Mahdr (A).

What would you like to tell
him in this letter?

TARIKH

KNOWING THE IMAM OF OUR TIME

Imam al-Mahdi (A) is the Imam of our time. He was born on Friday 15" Sha‘bdn
255AH. He is the 12" and last Imam of Islam from the Ahl al-Bayt of the Holy
Prophet (S). Allah (SWT) has blessed him with a very long life. He is currently in
ghaybah, so we cannot see him. When Allah (SWT) wills, he will re-appear and
spread peace and justice on the earth.

His name is Muhammad — the same as the name of the Holy Prophet (S) — but he
is never referred to by his own name. Instead, we call him by his titles. He has
many titles, some of which are:

* al-Mahdr (the one guided by Allah)

* al-Qa’im (the one who will rise to establish justice)

* al-Hujjah (the proof of Allah)

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO KNOW THE IMAM OF OUR TIME?

Our Alimmah (A) are our guides. They have been
appointed by Allah (SWT) to guide us to the right
path. Allah (SWT) has given them all complete
knowledge of His religion, so they are the best
teachers. This is why it is very important to know all
the A’immah (A) and follow their teachings.

It is also more important to know the Imam of our |
time. He is Allah (SWT)’s hujjah on earth, and all of ¢
Allah (SWT)’s blessings come to us through him. We
should always pray for his safety and re-appearance,
so that we can be with him and serve him.

Jahiliyyah refers to the period of ignorance. This was the time before Islam when
people in Arabia worshipped idols.

WHAT IS GHAYBAH?

After the death of his father, the 12" Imam (A) went into ghaybah. This means
that he disappeared, and people could not see him. However, his close
companions could communicate with him through his representatives, who were
in contact with him. These representatives became a link between the Imam and
his followers. This ghaybah lasted 69 years, and is known as the “minor
occultation” (al-ghaybah al-sughra).
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At the end of al-ghaybah al-sughra, Imam al-Mahd1 (A) went into the “major
occultation”, called “al-ghaybah al-kubra”. This ghaybah has lasted until today. In
the major ghaybah, the Imam has not appointed any direct representatives. He
has asked us to follow those who are knowledgeable in religion, and he continues
to guide us even though we cannot see him.

The Imam appointed 4 representatives

Al-Ghaybah al-Sughrda 260 AH - 328 AH
one after the other

The Imam has not appointed any direct

Al-Ghaybah al-Kubra 328 AH - present .
representative

The last representative of the Imam was ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Sammari. 6 days
before he died, he received a letter from the Imam telling him to inform the
Shi‘ahs that that the Imam would not appoint any representative after him, and
that al-ghaybah al-kubra had begun.

h
IN SUMMARY

1. Can you list any 3 titles of our 12" Imam with their meanings?
2. What did Rasdl Allah (S) say about knowing the Imam of our time?
3. What are the two periods of ghaybah?

4, What are the main differences between them?
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DID YOU KNOW 9

Imam al-Mahd1 (A) goes for
Hajj every year, and meets his
true followers.

Imam (A) is in ghaybah,
which means that although
we may see him, we do not
recognise him.

MY NOTES

W

KEY POINTS

I

1. Imam al-Mahdi (A) was
born on 15th Sha’ban 255
AH.

2. His name is the same as
Rasal Allah (S), but we refer
to him using his titles.

3. Rasal Allah (S) said that
one who dies without
knowing the Imam of his time
dies the death of Jahiliyyah.

4. Imam al-Mahd1 (A) is in

ghaybah and will reappear
when Allah (SWT) wills.

TARIKH




Learn to read Qur'an the Book of Allah

In the name of Allah the all-beneficent and
all-merciful

This book is abridged translation of a text
books used in teaching holy Qur'an in
public schools of I.R lran.

[ had the honor to begin rendering this
translation during the summer of the
2012 when | used to teach in

Muslim Community School in Maryland.
Alhamdolliah it is finally complete on the
birth of Imam Reza (a.s).

[ Ask Allah to accept this effort and |
would like to dedicate the reward
knowing Allah is merciful to our
Shuhada , my late Brother, Sister, aunt
and a dear friend who passed away
recently in the holy city of Qum.

Sincerely
Agha Mehdi Ali, Boston 8/26/15



In the name of Allah the All-beneficent the All-merciful
Contents

Lesson

1. Alif (small), Huroof, Harakat
2. Huroof Sakin, Kaf Po-7
3. Tashdid (shadda) Pg-10

4. Sura Al-Hamd, connection non-readable end of
the word with the following word with Sakin or

Tashdid. Pg-14
5. Sura An-Naas, Taa Pg-18
6. Sura Al-Falag, Tanwin (Kasratayn) Pg-22

7. Sura Al-Kafiroon, Tanwin (Zammatayn) Pg-27

8. Sura Al-Insherah, Tanwin (Fath-hatan) Pg-32
Reward for patience




In the name of Allah the All-beneficent the All-merciful

Contents

Lesson

9. Sura Al-Tawhid, Haa (mutasil), Haa, Haa ba Yaa

(small). Pg-40

10. Sura An-Nasr, Hamza, Pg-44
Victory of Mecca

11. Sura Al-Kawthar Thaa Pg-50

12. Sura Al-Asr i

13. Sura Al-Feel, Companions of Feel. RO=2

14. Sura Al-Maaon Pg-65

15. Sura Al-Quraysh, Godly child i

16. Sura Al-Qadr, The champion Idol breaker

Pg-75

17. Sura Al-Masad, Betrayer in fire. Pg-83
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LESSON 1
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SESSION 2
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Recite Sura Al-Asr collectively tIAat -

you had memorized previously.

Read the following Quranic phrases
word by word.

'
-

1
—t.

1
L=




SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:
1. Read loudly and practice the tables and phrases of Quran.
2. If possible it would be good to revise Sura Al-Tawhid.

Read the following phrases of Qurran




SESSION 1

Recite collectively Sura An-Nasr that you
had memorized previously.

Read the following word that contains Sakin:
[
?

¥y H

LESSON 2

Read line by line from the table above.




SESSION 1

Recite Sura Nasr with your class collectively - m

Read the following words and phrases of Quran: =

0O 0 p 0090 00 °00D>0 00000 0po0 O008g

-"l!,: sl!z 215’ EI"I’:
- - - >

Ledt éled) 50
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ACtiVity: Each one of you read line by line. B




SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:
1. Read loudly and practice the tables and phrases of Quran.
2. If possible it would be good to revise Sura Nasr.

Read the following phrases of Quran

R
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LESSON 3
SESSION 1

Recite Sura Nasr collectively that you memorized laeFo»#g
Read the sound of Alif along with Tashdid

551 a3
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Read every line from the table

11



SESSION 2

Recite Sura An-Nasr collectively that you
memorized before.

Read the following words and phrases of Quran

s 2 >
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= “ 1:19,‘,’
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:
1. Read loudly and practice the tables and phrases of Quran.
2. If possible it would be good to revise Sura Naas, Falaq along with audio

Qari

Read the following phrases of Quran

’ -
85 3 Ly dUl

labas % ols 33 5a




LESSON 4
SESSION 1 B

Recite the verses of Sura Al-Hamd.
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ACtIVItY: Hear Sura Al-Hamd on tape or internet
and repeat along with it pointing to the verses
from above.
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Read the following phrases of Quran

Activity: Read each of you a line from the
book.

SESSION 2

3 ,”/\, -”/\\" -
.)).))_n _)}_L"_” ).b 9-)

15



»d 4 Message of

And eat and drink, but do not waste

Discuss with the class about the message of Quran and seek their opinion in the
light of the Image drawn above.
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:
1. Read loudly and practice sura Al-Hamd and phrases of Quran.
2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.




LESSON 5

SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura An-Nas :g
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ACtIVItY: Hear Sura An-Naas on tape or internet
and repeat along with it pointing to the verses
from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran

R 5 bjasc
tﬁ, P 1’9’
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic
phrases and word from above.
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Message of
Quran

&> 30 %
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O my Son! maintain prayers

2 79

prayers :3he  my Son i G

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and r‘.’ @

summarize the discussion. M
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SESSION 3
Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura An-Naas and phrases of Quran you
learned previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.
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Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 6

SESSION 1

Recite the alphabets with sound of
Kasratayn
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Recite the verses of Sura Al-Falagq
from the page below:
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic @
phrases and word from above.

n
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SESSION 2

Read the following words and phrases of Quran

e

PR K ¢
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Lo Viasss o Bias Lo

2 24
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ACLIVItY: Now each one of you read a line from above.
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Message of
Quran

v
. s T s

Whatever blessing you have is from Allah

Allah d_ji Blessing : s

Sura Nahl:53

b i

Discuss with the class about the message of Quran and seek their opinion in the
light of the Image drawn above.
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Al-Falag and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

PTG P A

oy ) T

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LLESSON {7

\ SESSION 1

Read the following alphabet along with Tanwin of Zammatayn:

s g g g q

a 1) ) () ‘
C C C

§ § § § 1

6 (S o J ) °

Activity: Read each of you a line from the table above.
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Recite the verses of Sura Kafiroon
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ACtIVItY: Hear Sura Kafiroon on tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran " ="
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic o
phrases and word from above. ——
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This (Qumm) :s a message for mankind

people i ol message * ol

Riehasisarantettneny

3
3

Discuss with the class about the message of Quran and seek their opinion in the g
light of the Image drawn above.
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SESSION 3
Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Kafiroon and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
)
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LESSON 8

SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Insherah ‘g
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Sura Insherah
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Activity: Hear Sura Insherah on tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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A_ DReward for Datlence
k
—'-TA‘ '_".
—

. One day the prophet of Allah (s.a)
went to a city close to Mecca to invite
people to Islam. The prophet of Allah
met the elders of this city and spoke

= about Islam to them. The elders of

the city not only did not listen to the

" < prophet but also instructed some sim-

-

|
i

-~
==

* ple minded people to hurt the prophet E
— : Allah. They attacked the prophet |
L \ amd injured L\wv\ by throwing stones at _Aj*
\ I/\IW\ | - 4 _]
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~~~~~~

The prophet with injury to his feet, tired and upset

arvives at a garden. He sat under the shade of a tree
remembering Allah. When the owner of the garden
saw the prophet in this state, he became upset too

- TEA LA e

and asked one of his servants to take bunch of grapes
to offer to the holy prophet. F
The servant brought the grapes and offered to the

prophet and the prophet thanked him. The prophet
then took a bunch of grapes from the tray to eat but
before that said “Bismillah hir rahmaan nir
Raheem”. When the servant heard the Bismillah, he
was amazed and said “what are these word you
uttered, | never heard before” The prophet replied: “I

remembered God.

S r

35



- L
.n the prophet asked the servant Were is h From? . 9
S=1The servant replied: 'm from Nainawa. The prophet-- @
~—smiled and said “That is the city of hazrat Yunus the |
@‘praphet of Allal’. The servant asked the prophet if he m?
r"( |_knows prophet Yunus. Rasulallah looked towards the sky
“V land said very calmly “yes I'm like Yunus prophet of |
«" Allah. God Had made me aware of the life that prophet ‘ﬂo
G-) of God. Then the prophet started telling him about the
life of prophet Yunus.
The servant could not hold his tears, kissed the hands of
the holy prophet and said I testify lmaan (faith) in you |
as a prophet of Allalh. The prophet was pleased and L

’

returned to Mecca forgetting his pain and injury. The
prophet through his patience and fortitude was able to

36



SESSION 2

Read the following alphabet along with Tanwin of Fathatayn

G
r. EA\Y
G
C.

b-s
b
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o
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=
o
—
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Read the following words and phrases of Quran
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ACLiVity: Now each one of you read a line from above.
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Kafiroon and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 9

SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Tawhid a

PESTETE Sura Tawhid (GBSl a5
B @ {g m;*g

4 |;.2_,§ ,Aj :,_’ﬁ_?r’,jjf

ACLIVILY: Hear Sura Tawhid on tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic
phrases and word from above.

Fl
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Message of
Quran

s 20

< o

-~
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- ) b4 b

Indeed He (Allah) does not like the wasteful.

Those who are wasteful u»'-”;-—-J

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and
summarize the discussion.
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SESSION 3
Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Tawhid and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 10
SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Nasr

&\,:9'\ f.iJ\ ) o
A

2

ACtIVItY: Hear Sura Nasr on tape or internet and repeat @

along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran

Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic T

phrases and word from above.
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Victory of Mecca

o * 5 Y2 't.
i .

BRI CE 7~

the Holy precinct of Kaaba, The house of Allah as their

misguided forefathers worshipped and respected those
idols. & > =



The prophet always objected to their deviant beliefs and
had whished of emptying Kaaba of their idols.

Finally the prophet upon the command of Allah along with
his companions headed towards Mecca while they all longed to
visit the house of Allah for g years and were counting every . l :
day. When the Muslims arrived at the outskirts of Mecca the
prophet of Allalh wanted to avoid bloodshed near the sacred
house of Allah and he sent a message to the polytheist of Mecca
of offering safety if they submitted to Islam without a fight.

It did not take too long when the Muslims entered the city
of Mecca as victors without bloodshed and the prophet forgave

. s "%l

the polytheist of Mecca.
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The prophet of Allah along with imam Ali(a.s) |
entered Kaaba, the house Of Allalh and i -

destroyed the Idols placed In the holy precinct e
o/

of Kaaba. Bilal the companion of the prophet =
who was Black rose to recite the call of Zuhr prayers.

The Kaaba was echoing with the beautiful voice of Bilal and the |
,k\\oxsé\oF-Al(aIa was freed
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SESSION 3
Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Nasr and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 11
SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Kawther

peat along with it pointing to the verses from above.

ACLIVItY: Hear Sura Kawther on tape or internet and re- &
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SESSION 2

Read the following alphabet along with Tanwin of Fathatayn,
Zammatayn, and Kasratayn. P s

s ey §

¥

Activity: Read each of you a line from the table above. r_\ﬁ:—]
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic v
phrases and word from above. g
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Message of
Quran

»d
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Is the reward of goodness anything other
than goodness?

-

goodness ol Payment * el

Ar-Rahman:60

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and g-g
summarize the discussion. ; :
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Kawther and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 12

SESSION 1

Sura Asr @  J)

Recite the verses of Sura Asr

.
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along with it pointing to the verses from above.

ACLIVItY: Hear Sura Asr on tape or internet and repeat @
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran

-

L ,-” . <
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Sl

Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic v
phrases and word from above. —v—
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Message of
Quran

g 25 o a0 T8N e ¥ G

Our Lord! Grant us a W\e'rcy from Yourself

Mercy 3455 Our Lord :LJ)

Sura Kahaf:10

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and ' .'fé ?,q
summarize the discussion. [ —
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Asr and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
£ . af)
LT 1, 555
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LESSON 13

SESSION 1
Recite the verses of Sura Feel ‘E

SuraFeel
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ACHIVItY: Hear Sura Feel on tape or internet and. repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic v
phrases and word from above. —
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e The companions of the Elephants

>

7 Long ago on the land of Yemen a king whose name was Abraha
lived. He was faithless and oppressive ruler. One day Abraha
heard that people are going to Mecca for pilgrimage, he became
very angry and said to himself: | should do something that will
make people come to Yemen instead of Mecca. Abraha decided to
construct a place of worship better than Kaaba the house of Allah
in Mecca. He commanded and began the work of construction
through thousands of workers, who worked day and night for
months and built a beautiful temple of marble with huge idols
installed in it.

Abraha commanded the people to go to this new place of worship
in Yemen but people who had faith (Imaan) did not listen to him

C and continued to go to Mecca. Abraha became upset and started 3

““ oppressing people, they got tired of it and finally revolted and

burnt the temple that Abraha had made.

B
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Abraha became furious and declared his intention to destroy Kaaba.
Abraha took his army towards Mecca when the people of Mecca came to
know of the coming of Abraha they they ran and took shelter in
surrounding mountains on the outskirts of Mecca. When Abraha decided
to enter the city of Mecca and commanded his army of elephants to enter
Mecca to destroy Kaaba, the elephants did not move towards Mecca and
were moving back towards Yemen and finally he gave up on the army of
elephants and decided to mount on his horse to attack Kaaba. While his
army was seen entering the city of Mecca so was the sky filled with small
birds humming above while carrying small pebbles in their beaks and
paws. The birds started dropping the pebbles upon the army of Abraha
and those pebbles pierced like bullets and destroyed his army. Abraha and
his army could not go inside of Mecca and were destroyed by the army of
birds and Kaaba was saved by Allah (s.w.t)
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran review
the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Feel and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Qurran
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LESSON 14

SESSION 1 8

Recite the verses of Sura Maoom
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ACLIVItY: Hear Sura Maoonon tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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SESSION 2

Read the Quranic words and phrases of Quran
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic v
phrases and word from above. —_—

«
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Message of
Quran

So recite as much of the Quran as is possible.

3
Quran ()'5—’

SuraMuzzamil:20

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and g @ |

summarize the discussion.
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Maoon and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 15

SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Quraish ‘g
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ACtIVItY: Hear Sura Quraish tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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Message of
Quran
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Eat of the provision of your Lord and give
Him thanks.

Provision @)}

SuraMuzzamil:20

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and
summarize the discussion.

70



SESSION 2

Read the verse below of Quran. =

Verse 72 of Sura Anam about the story of -
Hazrat Ibrahim
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic v

phrases and word from above. ——
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A Child who worshipped only Allah (s.w.t)

v
-

n olden days there lived a tyrant king whose name was
Namrood. Hazrat lbrahim (a.s) was born during his rule.
Hazrat (brahim lost his father at a very young age and his
uncle Aazar took him under his care.
During that time most of the people were idol worshippers,
they would make idols of wood and stone to worship. Hazrat
[brahim was a smart young man who knew that idols made of
wood and stone cannot do anything. Hazrat (brahim
worshipped One God that is Allah (s.w.t) the all-mighty and
all-powerful, the One Who created him and granted him all
the blessings.
As Hazrat |brahim grew older he wanted people to worship
Allah, he wished that his uncle would leave idol worship but his
| uncle did not pay attention to the advice of Hazrat lbrahim.
- Hazrat lbrahim decided to do something big that would wmake
people understand that the idol worship is a waste and the

W idols cannot benefit man if he worships them.
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SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran review
the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Quraish and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Qurran
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LESSON 16
SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Qadr
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ACtIVItY: Hear Sura Qadr on tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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Message of
Quran

And Allah loves those who do good deeds.

VIrtuous, « .o

those who do good =~ -

Sura Aale-Imran:134

Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and gg

summarize the discussion.
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SESSION 2

Read the verse below of Quran.

Verse 57 and 58 of Sura Anbia talks about
Hazrat lbrahini’s efforts in breaking idol worship.
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic e
phrases and word from above. =
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The Brave Idol Destroyer

=7 o EAYED~ =21

One day when the idol worshippers were away from

y

the town, Hazrat lbrahim (a.s) took an axe and
headed for the temple where the Idols were placed
for worship. Hazrat (brahim destroyed all the Idols
except one and hanged the axe on the biggest idol.
When people of the town returned they were
shocked to see the site and were very upset and they
immediately understood that this should be the
work of Hazrat Ibrahim as he never worshipped idols

N e oI M= Ne =1l EKY |







Tb\e ldO( worshippers got to the l/\ome of Hazrat

.

MY (brahim and took him out and got him to the temple

and asked him as to who destroyed their idols.

="' Hazrat Ibrahim said: Don't you see the axe is on the
shoulder of the biggest idol? Maybe that idol might <

have destroyed other idols. Why don’t you ask it if it .
;, 3 can speak? ’
oF S People looked at each other and said: how can we ask

. "5 the idol, it cannot speak. Hazrat lbrahim said: The

' ‘y TEX.- 1 idols are just wood and stone and cannot do anything,
:’{"t | why don’t you worship the Lord who is All knowing
i:‘:’»“ Za0 ' and able to do everything?
?%ﬁiﬁ A group of them thought and realized, then said to

k ‘ themselves: Maybe [brahim s right?
A\







SESSION 3
Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran review
the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Qadr and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.

2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran
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LESSON 17
SESSION 1

Recite the verses of Sura Masad
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ACLIVItY: Hear Sura Masad on tape or internet and repeat
along with it pointing to the verses from above.
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Message of
»d Quran
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Give thanks to Me (Allah) and to }m’w parents
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Discuss the message of Quran and seek the opinion of the class and
summarize the discussion.
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SESSION 2

Read the verse below of Quran. :
Verse 95-97 of Sura Saafat talks about throw - +

ing of Hazrat lbrahim into fire.
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Activity: Read each of you a line of Quranic [
phrases and word from above. |
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The news of destruction of idols reached Namrood

\\‘

\ who was a tyrant ruler of that time and he ordered
the arvest of lbrahim (a.s). When Ibrahim was
brought to him. Namrood said to his courtiers: We

should finish lbrahim otherwise people will start to
worship Allah and would not listen to us.

Namrood had decided to burn lbrahim the idol
destroyer alive. He ordered to collect huge amount of

. fire wood and his army collected a mountain of wood

o,
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Namrood ordered the fire to be lit. The
fire was so intense that no one could go
near it. Hazrat lbrahim was thrown from
far away by a swing into the fire while
Namrood watched and enjoyed the
moment.

Suddenly by the command of Allah, the
fire became cold, and Hazrat Ibrahim saw
himself not sitting in fire but in a garden
filled with flowers. He rose up and came
out of it happily. Everyone was surprised
to see Hazrat lbrahim alive and so was
Namrood and he said told himself: Truly
[brahim has a Lord Who is all-mighty and
able Who saved lbrahim.

Hazrat [brahim (a.s) went to the people so
that he could invite them towards Allah
the all-merciful because he was the

prophet of Allah appointed by Him.







SESSION 3

Quranic awareness at home:

Dear students, to further enlighten you with Quran
review the following material:

Exercise:

1. Read loudly and practice sura Masad and phrases of Quran you learned
previously.
2. If possible it would be good to revise with a Qari on-line or on tape.

Read the following phrases of Quran

BT PR FHET

==

AR

-

5(_\1 5P -
L.;J e b.;_.l.N@.LE- saicd e s LS v

P
:,'

‘b

> b' '
Ay
s

g N
L.....S.l,L.JJ_o._cl,L..E- 3\"

.

-y
Ao
et

B

-

LY ;-4 SC =p

Sl ,,_nguu AT

e

s
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